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INTRODUCTION 

This  report  presents  opinions  expressed  by  various  groups  and  indi- 
viduals about  future  use  of  the  California  desert .   This  input  will  aid 
in  the  development  of  a  long-range  plan  for  use  of  the  California  desert 
The  Desert  Planning  Staff  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  used  a 
variety  of  techniques  to  collect  this  public  input : 

•  Letters  from  concerned  citizens  and  citizen  groups  were 
solicited  through  television  and  newspaper  advertisements. 

•  Nine  public  meetings  were  held  by  the  BLM  in  various  regions 
throughout  Southern  California.   At  these  meetings,  panel 
presentations  were  made  by  interested  groups,  and  public 
comments  were  encouraged  and  recorded. 

•  Position  papers  were  solicited  from  all  organized  groups 
with  an  interest  in  desert  management.   Thirty  groups  re- 
sponded with  their  opinions. 

It  should  be  noted  that  these  responses  do  not  represent  a  true 
random  sampling  of  the  public,  but  rather  are  those  of  the  individuals 
and  groups  sufficiently  interested  to  respond  to  public  announcements; 
as  such,  they  may  not  completely  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  general 
public  regarding  future  use  of  the  California  desert. 

The  input  received  was  categorized  according  to  three  major  popu- 
lation groups.   The  input  was  organized  to  provide  information  about 
the  general  population  group  of  the  respondent  as  well  as  his/her  con- 
cern.  The  three  major  groups  are  defined  as: 

•  Desert  Residents — Includes  all  respondents  who  identified 
themselves  as  desert  residents  or  who  had  a  return  address 
from  the  desert  region. 

•  Nonresident  Users — Includes  all  California  residents  who 
do  not  live  in  the  desert,  but  who  indicated  that  they  use 
the  desert  for  some  purpose  (generally  recreation) . 

•  National  Citizenry — Includes  respondents  with  an  address 
outside  of  California,  or  whose  address  could  not  be 
determined. 


Each  item  (i.e.,  letter,  position  paper,  or  public  statement)  was 
analyzed  individually,  and  every  comment  about  use  of  the  desert  was 
coded  according  to  the  general  category  addressed.   Eleven  major  cate- 
gories were  established  from  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  three  types 
of  input,  and  key  issues  within  each  category  were  identified.    The 
major  categories  were  established  to  organize  comments  on  various  issues 
and  facilitate  summarization.   However,  many  comments,  while  addressing 
one  issue,  mention  another.   For  instance,  a  letter  protesting  ORV 
activity  may  cite  the  preservation  of  the  delicate  desert  ecosystem  as 
the  underlying  rationale.   In  these  cases,  the  comments  are  coded  accord- 
ing to  the  main  issue  being  addressed.   If  equal  weight  is  given  to  two 
different  categories  in  the  comment,  then  it  is  coded  and  reported  in 
the  two  appropriate  sections.   Coding  categories  and  the  issues  addressed 
under  each  major  topic  are  described  below: 

(1)  Motorized  Vehicle  Activity — Includes  discussion  of  off- 
road  vehicles  (ORVs) ,  unpaved  roads,  and  trails;  also 
includes  discussion  of  vehicle  access  to  desert  lands  as 
it  is  necessary  for  other  activities  (i.e.,  rockhounds 
using  jeeps  to  reach  a  particular  site). 

(2)  Energy — Includes  discussion  of  utility  corridors,  nuclear 
energy,  power  plants,  solar  energy  and  any  mention  of  the 
development  of  alternative  energy  sources. 

(3)  Mining  and  Mineral  Development — Includes  any  discussion 
of  mining  and  mineral  development;  also  includes  discus- 
sion of  rockhounds  and  general  access  to  the  desert  for 
miners  and  rockhounds  (i.e.,  access  not  associated  with 
use  of  a  vehicle) . 

(4)  Public  and  Private  Desert  Use — Includes  any  discussion 
of  commercial  development,  industry,  private  land  owner- 
ship, checkerboard  land  ownership, +  and  government  use 
of  the  desert  (including  the  military) . 

(5)  Grazing  and  Agriculture — Includes  discussion  of  grazing 
or  agricultural  development . 

(6)  Wild  Burros  and  Horses — Includes  discussion  of  wild  burros 
and  horses. 


* 


The  categories  are  also  based  on  the  first  BLM  report  to  Congress. 

Checkerboard  land  ownership  occurs  when  public  and  private  lands  are 
interspersed  in  fairly  small  lots. 


(7)  Natural  and  Cultural  Resources — Includes  any  mention  of 
desert  use  for  education  or  scientific  and  archaeological 
research;  also  includes  preservation  of  the  ecosystem, 
endangered  plants,  endangered  animals,  or  concern  for 
"flora  and  fauna." 

(8)  Wilderness — Includes  specific  mention  of  "wilderness," 
discussion  of  the  BLM  official  wilderness  designation, 
discussion  of  specific  wilderness  areas  and  any  comment 
that  the  desert  should  be  left  as  it  is  in  a  primitive 
state. 

(9)  General  Preservation — Includes  comments  about  the  preser- 
vation of  the  desert  with  no  specific  reference  to  any 
other  major  category  or  issue;  comments  about  vandalism 
were  also  placed  into  this  category. 

(10)  Controlled  Access  to  Land — Includes  comments  advocating 
more  open  land,  stating  that  land  is  a  public  resource 
that  should  be  used,  not  closed.   Comments  suggesting 
recreational  uses  apart  from  those  mentioned  in  other 
major  categories  (e.g.,  hiking,  camping,  horseback  riding, 
etc.)  are  included  here. 

(11)  Multiple  Use — Includes  any  reference  to  multiple  usage 
of  desert  lands,  discussion  centering  around  specific 
mention  of  the  term  "multiple  use,"  as  well  as  state- 
ments to  the  effect  that  there  is  enough  land  for  every- 
one to  be  able  to  "do  their  own  thing."  Also  includes 
comments  that  mention  several  activities  as  being  com- 
patible uses  of  desert  land. 

The  comments  were  coded  into  the  11  major  categories  at  face  value. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  interpret  what  any  individual  respondent  meant 
when  he  or  she  used  a  specific  term.   For  example,  a  comment  to  the 
effect  that  a  respondent  would  like  to  "see  the  desert  preserved"  would 
be  coded  into  Category  9  (General  Preservation),  with  no  further  analysis, 
To  do  any  more  than  consider  the  "face  value"  of  a  statement  would  intro- 
duce a  strong  element  of  bias. 

Comments  from  all  sources  have  been  tallied  and  summarized  by  popu- 
lation group,  major  category  and  specific  issue  within  each  major  cate- 
gory.  Information  in  this  report  is  presented  so  that  it  is  possible 
to  determine  who  (Desert  Resident,  Nonresident  User,  or  a  member  of  the 
National  Citizenry)  addressed  which  issue  in  which  category  by  which 
means  (i.e.,  public  meeting  or  position  paper).   This  format  allows  the 
reader  to  make  his  or  her  own  judgement  on  the  relative  merits  of  a 


letter  from  a  concerned  citizen  and  a  position  paper  from  a  group.   Our 
goal  is  to  present  the  public's  input  as  clearly  as  possible,  not  to 
make  any  attempt  to  weigh  or  evaluate  the  information.   This  is  the 
reason  we  present  the  material  in  such  detail. 

The  following  sections  summarize  the  public  response  voiced  in 
letters,  public  meetings,  and  position  papers.   Each  section  is  ar- 
ranged by  category,  and  issues  are  arranged  within  each  category  to 
reflect  decreasing  volume  of  response.   That  is,  the  issue  receiving 
the  most  responses  is  presented  first,  followed  by  the  next  most  popu- 
lar* issue,  and  so  on.   Each  summary  of  a  specific  issue  is  followed 
by  a  series  of  representative  quotes  to  illustrate  the  range  of  comments. 
These  are  direct  quotes  from  the  letters,  position  papers,  and  tran- 
scripts of  the  public  meetings.   No  attempt  was  made  to  correct,  inter- 
pret, or  alter  them  in  any  way.   Unfortunately,  we  could  not  include 
every  quote  on  each  issue,  since  many  issues  generated  much  comment. 

While  the  majority  of  input  was  received  from  letters,  statements, 
and  position  papers,  a  relatively  small  amount  of  additional  input  was 
received  in  the  form  of  questions  raised  during  the  public  participation 
session  of  the  public  meeting  held  in  San  Diego,  California  on  23-25 
February  1978.   These  questions  were  addressed  by  members  of  the  audience 
to  representatives  of  specific  interest  groups,  the  Advisory  Committee, 
or  the  BLM.   The  topics  were  diverse,  and  were  quite  often  external  to 
the  majority  of  the  issues  raised  in  the  other  forms  of  input.   For 
these  reasons,  this  input  was  not  included  in  the  main  summary.   However, 
because  they  do  indicate  additional  concerns  and  specific  viewpoints, 
these  questions  and  comments  have  been  categorized  and  tallied  in 
Appendix  A. 


We  assume  that  "popular"  issues  will  generate  the  largest  volume  of 
response. 


LETTERS 
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LETTERS 

The  BLM  solicited  letters  from  concerned  citizens  and  citizen 
groups  through  television  and  newspaper  advertisements.   Letters  were 
received  in  response  to  this  request  from  Desert  Residents,  Nonresident 
Users,  and  the  National  Citizenry.   The  vast  majority  of  these  letters 
were  from  individuals.   (Only  four  copies  of  one  form  letter  were  re- 
ceived; this  form  letter  was  mailed  from  different  addresses  under 
separate  cover,  and  each  was  treated  as  an  individual  response.)   Only 
one  petition  was  received  and  its  comments  were  included  once.   Letters 
that  requested  information  or  commented  on  unrelated  BLM  policies  were 
excluded.   The  298  pertinent  letters  were  analyzed  individually,  and 
each  comment  pertaining  to  the  use  of  the  desert  was  coded  according 
to  the  general  category  and  specific  issue  addressed;  thus,  any  given 
letter  could  contribute  more  than  one  comment.   No  attempt  was  made  to 
edit  or  interpret  responses. 


Category    1  --Motorized   Vehicle   Activity 


Issue:     Off-Road  Vehicles  (Recreation) 

There  were   161   comments  addressing  this  issue,   representing 
all  three  population  groups.      Of  the  100  comments  from  Non- 
resident Users,    60  stated  that  ORVs  should  be  restricted  to 
certain  areas.      The  Imperial /Algodone  Dune  System  was  named 
in  SO  of  these  comments  as  a  specific  area  that  should  be 
closed  to  ORV  activity.      Of  the  remaining  responses  from 
Nonresident  Users,    25  opposed  any   ORV  activity,    10  supported 
ORV  recreation  wholeheartedly ,   and  five  advocated  the  expan- 
sion of  areas  for  ORV  use. 

Of  the   18  responses  from  Desert  Residents  addressing  this 
issue,   nine  expressed  the  opinion  that  ORV  use  should  be 
restricted,    seven  respondents  were  strongly  opposed  to  ORV 
activity,    and  two  supported  ORVs. 

There  were  43  responses  from  the  National  Citizenry ;    28  of 
these  expressed  the  opinion  that  ORV  activity  should  be  re- 
stricted.     Nine  of  those  remaining  expressed  opposition  to 
ORV  activity ,   four  supported  ORVs,    and  two  expressed  the 
desire  to  see  an  increase  in  ORV  activity  in  the  desert. 


Restrict  or  Regulate 

The  Imperial/Algodone  Dune  System  is  one  of  the  most  geologically, 
botanically,  and  zoologically  unique  areas  in  the  nation  ....   The 
Imperial/Algodone  Dune  System  should  be  given  continued  protection  and 
other  heavily  impacted  dune  areas  be  designated  for  ORV  use. 

. . .  the  Imperial/Algodone  Dune  System  is  one  of  the  most  scien- 
tifically valuable  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  dune  systems 

in  the  U.S Resist  the  pressure  of  ORV  clubs  and  close  this  area 

to  their  destructive  vehicles. 

Close  Imperial/Algodone  Dune  System  to  ORVs  to  prevent  destruction 
of  unique  or  important  plants,  animals,  and  ecosystems. 

Close  the  dune  system,  from  Highway  78  to  Mammoth  Wash,  to  ORV  use. 

The  Saline-Eureka  jeep  corridor  one-way  concept  should  be  upheld. 
If  not,  the  corridor  should  be  closed. 

. . .  Allow  our  area  of  the  Sonora  Desert  to  remain  unsullied  by 
gasoline-powered  vehicles  of  any  type.  The  ban  should  include  dune 
buggies,  all  types/sizes  of  motorcycles  and  passenger-type  cars  and 
all  models  of  trucks. 

People  who  carelessly  "chewed  up"  Johnson  Valley  with  their  ORVs 
did  not  do  so  without  limiting  my  own  freedom.   Create  designated  ORV 
parks  in  unpopulated  areas.   Have  steep  fines  for  ORV  use  outside  of 
designated  areas. 

Whitewater  Canyon  is  so  fragile,  so  balanced.  Tracks  of  motor 
bikes  are  seen  long,  long  after  the  bikers  are  gone.  Their  raucous 
roar  echoes  through  the  hanging  canyons  and  frightens  wildlife. 

I  urge  that  ORVs  be  completely  forbidden  in  the  area  between  the 
Chocolate  Mountains,  the  Coachella  Canal,  the  Colorado  River,  and  the 
boundary  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  This  area  contains  a  dune  system 
which  is  an  incomparable  natural  resource. 

I  recently  drove  from  Riverside  up  into  the  San  Joaquin  Valley 
using  minor  roads  . . .  the  desert  areas  I  had  enjoyed  looking  over  the 
past  20  years  are  now  badly  scarred  by  bike  and  jeep  trails.   Continue 
to  refuse  to  permit  to  allow  a  race  of  ORVs  across  the  desert. 

Restrict  ORVs  to  designated  areas  adjacent  to  the  already  existing 
freeways  which  span  our  desert. 

I  support  the  most  restrictive  possible  policies  toward  off-road 
vehicles  ....   Any  areas  not  totally  wrecked  already  should  be  declared 
strictly  off-limits  to  those  gangsters  and  litterers  and  plant-destroyers 
....   The  ORV  people's  argument  that  the  land  is  public  land  is  absolutely 
not  valid  as  a  license  to  wreck  it. 


Any  reasonable  answer  must  involve  taking  into  account  varying 
interests,  even  those  of  some  of  the  elements  that  are  most  destructive, 
like  the  people  who  use  dune  buggies  or  motorcycles  ....   For  them,  set 
aside  a  few  of  the  not-so-choice  areas  in  the  desert  insofar  as  scenery 
and  plants  and  animals,  geological  formations  and  archeology  are  con- 
cerned ....   Pick  some  areas  that  can  be  reached  readily  from  the  high- 
ways ,  and  which  present  enough  of  a  challenge. 

Areas  especially  conducive  to  ORVs  such  as  sand  dunes  should  be  for 
the  most  part  set  aside  for  the  same.  Little  or  no  flora  grows  on  dunes 
and  any  effects  of  vehicles  are  easily  erased  by  one  wind  storm. 

Give  ORV  users  locations  very  close  to  large  metropolitan  areas 
where  the  land  can  be  torn  up  and  not  degraded  .... 

Eliminate  any  motorized  vehicle  operation  (except  emergency  type) 
in  any  national  park,  national  forest,  or  area  under  the  BLM  where  there 
are  no  roads  to  support  said  vehicles  ....   It  would  be  nice  to  get  a 
few  hundred  yards  off  a  road  (a  dirt  road  at  that)  like  I  did  when  I  was 
a  kid  and  find  utter  tranquility,  instead  of  the  whine  of  2-cycle  engines 
and  the  roar  of  4-wheel  drives. 

The  motorcyclists'  proposal  that  anything  two-feet  wide  used  prior 
to  1973  be  considered  a  road  for  purposes  of  determining  roadless  areas 
is  ridiculous  and  would  effectively  eliminate  almost  anything  except 
unclimbable  peaks  from  consideration  of  wilderness  protection  .... 
Motorcyclists'  use  of  an  area  is  almost  always  destructive  of  at  least 
some  natural  values. 

Four-wheel  drive  vehicles  and  motorbikes  should  be  restricted  to 
established  roads.   If,  in  order  to  keep  the  motorbike  people  satisfied, 
it  is  necessary  to  permit  them  greater  access,  it  should  be  restricted 
to  specific  areas,  with  severe  penalties  for  anyone  who  rides  on  closed 
land. 

Reduce  current  levels  of  ORV  use  of  the  public  lands  of  the  desert, 
and  encourage  road  and  foot  travel,  camping,  and  other  forms  of  less 
destructive  recreation.   Such  curtailment  is  required  because  ORV  re- 
creation damages  soil,  vegetation,  and  animal  life,  encourages  the  intro- 
duction of  weeds,  distorts  interrelationships  among  organisms  that  have 
taken  thousands  of  years  to  develop,  damages  and  sometimes  obliterates 
archeological  and  paleontological  evidence,  accelerates  water  and,  in 
particular,  wind  erosion  and  is  incompatible  with  most  other  uses  of 
the  desert.   Chances  of  restoring  the  natural  environment  in  areas 
severely  damaged  by  ORVs  are  slight. 

Long  term  problems  of  erosion  can  result  from  vehicular  traffic  . . . 
favor  the  restriction  of  motorcycles  and  RVs  to  either  very  strong,  low- 
erosion  potential  lands  or  else  to  paved  courses  .... 
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ORV  use  should  be  restricted  to  areas: 

-  already  impacted  by  ORV  use 

-  devoid  of  significant  populations  of  rare/endangered  plants  or 
animals 

-  devoid  of  unique  biological/geological  features. 

ORV  activity — through  noise,  potential  danger  to  others,  and  by 
destroying  the  land — interferes  with  all  other  uses  of  land — recreational, 
educational,  scientific,  and  economic.   It  is,  therefore,  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  accommodate  it  within  the  framework  of  the  multiple 
use  concept  ....   There  are  many  rough  roads  for  those  who  want  to  drive 
over  challenging  terrain.   Other  special-use  sites  could  be  constructed 
to  satisfy  this  particular  activity  while  minimizing  damage  to  the  land. 

Off-road  vehicles  should  be  restrained  in  a  very  strict  manner. 
Enforcement  of  current  laws  would  help  this  problem. 


Con 

The  desert  and  our  wilderness  areas  are  beautiful  retreats  for  people 
who  have  a  need  to  escape  their  cities,  offices,  and  factories.   What 
right  do  a  few  of  these  tourists,  who  ride  motorcycles  and  dune  buggies 
to  tear  up  the  desert  with  noise,  pollution,  and  the  countless  tracks 
crisscrossing  the  land  with  one  of  the  ugliest  contributions  to  posterity 
I  can  think  of. 

Due  to  their  fragile  nature,  the  deserts  are  highly  vulnerable  to 
long-term  damage  resulting  from  short-term,  high-density  use,  such  as 
ORV  use  and  hasty  development. 

...  we  saw  the  lower  parts  of  a  very  well  marked  Indian  trail  ob- 
literated by  off-road  vehicles — really  going  nowhere  except  to  see  how 
far  they  could  ride! 

The  Eureka  Dunes  have  theoretically  been  closed  to  ORVs ,  but  ORVs 
have  been  using  them  ...  there  has  been  desecration  of  the  dunes. 

Protect  the  flora  of  the  Mojave  Desert  from  further  destruction 
by  ORVs. 

When  I  went  to  Death  Valley,  4  years  ago,  large  areas  were  ruined 
by  motorcycles  and  dune  buggies  ....   On  the  north  facing  side  of  the 
hills,  no  cactus  and  no  flowers  were  there.   I  remember  plants  ...  only 
dust  and  sand  are  there  now. 

Most  cyclists  think  nothing  of  destroying  posted  signs  and  riding 
through  our  yards  not  to  mention  the  damage  they  do  to  the  Joshua  trees 
and  the  trash  left  behind.   And  weekends  are  especially  noisy. 
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Any  attempt  to  incorporate  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles  (motorcycles, 
dune  buggies,  etc.)  would  be  a  "fuelish"  concept.   In  doing  so  the  BLM 
would  be  perpetuating  the  faulty  concept  of  "unlimited  resources." 

I  oppose  any  use  of  ORVs  in  desert  areas  ....  The  physical  damage 
they  do  to  the  plant  and  animal  life  . . .  intrude  psychologically  on  the 
solitude  available  in  any  natural  setting  .... 

Vehicles  do  destroy  the  delicate  terrain  and  should  be  completely 
banned,  especially  motorcycles. 

ORV  use  should  be  absolutely  prohibited  except  on  private  lands. 
Since  when  has  such  a  microscopic  portion  of  our  population  been  in  any 
position  to  destroy  the  tremendous  scientific,  ecological,  and  socio- 
logical values  of  any  part  of  our  world? 

All  desert  areas  should  be  off-limits  to  recreational  vehicle  use. 
We  have  passed  the  point  in  time  when  the  general  citizenry  can  be  en- 
trusted to  handle  the  delicate  balance  between  plants,  soils,  animals, 
and  cultural  features  in  desert  areas.   The  destruction  record  speaks 
for  itself. 

All  ORVs,  dune  buggies,  sand  bikes  of  all  kinds  should  not  be 
allowed  on  desert  lands.   Reasons: 

1.  They  break  the  hard  crust  of  the  sand  thereby  creating  a 
blow  sand  situation. 

2.  There  are  no  bathroom  or  garbage  facilities  on  desolate 
roads — people  create  an  unsavory  situation  and  then  leave 
it  for  whom  to  clean  up? 

3.  Desert  wildlife  is  disrupted. 

4.  Expense  of  sheriffs  monitoring  Coachella  Valley  and 
Imperial  Valley  is  enormous — sheriffs  aren't  equipped. 

5.  In  disrupting  the  natural  growth  of  the  desert  and  the 
hard  crust  of  the  desert ,  sand  plants  are  uprooted  and 
a  pollen  situation  is  created. 

All  areas  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  BLM  should  be  off  limits 
to  ORVs.   Acceding  to  the  demands  of  ORV  groups  would  allow  no  flexi- 
bility in  land  use.   Their  "recreation"  is  destructive  and  will  ulti- 
mately render  a  unique  and  fragile  environment  a  wasteland  of  no  use 
to  anyone. 


Pro 

I  enjoy  riding  in  the  desert  purely  for  the  sake  of  my  own  pleasure 
and  freedom  of  the  wide  open  spaces  and  even  the  serenity. 

Our  family  has  recreational  vehicles  ....   We  live  the  outdoors  life 
enjoying  our  clear  skies  and  lovely  desert  days  ....   We  don't  abuse  our 
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desert,  only  a  few  do  ....   The  word  "off-road"  means  off  paved  roads, 
not  driving  just  anywhere.   Any  flora  on  the  desert  could  puncture  a 
tire.   These  tires  cost  $70  apiece.   We're  not  going  to  run  over  some- 
thing that  could  keep  us  in  constant  repair. 

The  Glamis  sand  dunes  is  not  suitable  for  any  other  use  than  for  a 
recreational  playground.   In  just  a  short  time  the  wind  can  erase  any 
evidence  of  vehicle  tracks,  leaving  the  ground  as  if  it  had  never  been 
driven  on. 

The  motorcycle  should  not  be  considered  in  the  same  category  as 
other  wheeled  recreational  vehicles  ....   A  properly  equipped  cycle  . . . 
should  have  little  if  any  more  impact  on  the  environment  than  horses  . . . 
or  even  in  many  cases  foot  traffic  .... 

What  right  have  a  handful  of  powerful  people  to  destroy  the  fun  and 
recreation  of  the  majority?   I'm  willing  not  to  ride  my  motorcycle  in 
delicate  areas  or  areas  of  special  uses. 

An  editorial  in  the  first  issue  of  "Dirt  Bike"  magazine  disclosed 
the  fact  that  the  annual  Barstow  &  Vegas  motorcycle  race  was  so  success- 
ful the  previous  year,  that  they  were  going  to  set  up  the  same  course 
for  the  next  race.   Unfortunately,  they  could  not  find  any  sign  of  where 
that  previous  course  was.   Yet  the  Sierra  Club,  BLM,  and  other  groups 
outlawed  such  races  claiming  they  destroy  the  desert! 

...  We  never  permit  anyone  with  our  group  to  ride  dune  buggies  or 
bikes  unless  on  well  used  trails  or  dirt  roads  ....   Don't  take  away 
America's  chance  to  get  away  from  it  all! 

The  desert  should  remain  open  to  ORVs .   I  would  rather  see  the 
deserts  destroyed  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  active  enthusiasts 
than  preserved  for  eternity  for  those  future  generations  of  ecologists 
and  environmentalists  who  never  take  time  to  enjoy  the  desert. 

This  generalized  use  of  "ORV"  gives  rise  to  a  negative  image  of 
all  ORVs  irrespective  of  the  specific  type  of  vehicle  and  activity  in 
which  they  are  engaged  ....   The  ORV  type  and  activity  should  be  used 
in  lieu  of  the  present  generalized  approach. 

...  Even  more  area  should  be  open  to  use  by  ORVs  ....   I  don't  like 
to  hike,  I  feel  that  there  are  areas  that  cannot  be  seen  unless  you 
spend  the  whole  day  hiking,  whereas  if  on  a  motorcycle,  dune  buggy,  or 
other  such  vehicle,  a  person  has  more  time  to  enjoy  more  parts  of  the 
scenery,  as  far  as  I'm  concerned,  have  a  lot  more  fun,  too.   The  desert 
to  me  means  being  away  from  crowds,  just  being  able  to  ride  around  and 
see  the  beautiful  flowers  and  desert  plants,  etc. 

Damage  to  the  now-restricted  areas  has  become  severe  since  the 
races  and  competition  have  been  refused  rotational  land  use.   If  you 
want  less  destruction  allow  larger  use  areas. 
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I  join  with  all  other  off-road  enthusiasts,  dune  buggy  clubs,  rock- 
hounds,  etc.,  in  requesting  the  reopening  of  the  Kelso  Dunes.   From  a 
conservation  standpoint  (or  ecological  standpoint)  the  sand  is  useless 
for  anything  except  off-road  vehicles. 

Existing  designation  for  the  Cadiz  Valley/Danby  Lake  permits  ORV 
use  on  virtually  all  portions  of  the  area,  but  prohibits  competition 
events.   I  ask  that  the  committee  adhere  to  the  intent  of  the  1CMP 
designation  for  this  area  by  continuing  to  permit  an  open  riding  ex- 
perience.  Permitting  controlled  competition  events  on  designated 
routes  would  ...  create  less  damage  than  some  other  uncontrolled  one. 

Let's  have  some  room  for  ORVs  and  possibly  a  race  track  in  the 
future  ....   A  race  car  will  run  and  burn  gas  50  percent  more  effi- 
ciently than  any  car  on  the  highway  today.   They  say  that  the  cars 
are  killing  the  tiny  bugs,  what  kind  of  crap  is  this?   What  about 
new  highways  that  are  always  going  on  and  the  new  housing  develop- 
ments .  .  .  ? 


Issue:     Vehicle  Access  (For  Different  Activities) 

There  were  15   letters  addressing  this  issue.      Eleven  of  these 
were  from  Nonresident  Users:      10  approved  of  vehicle  access 
to  desert  lands 3   and  one  supported  access  with  some  restric- 
tions.     The   two  remaining  responses,    one  from  a  Desert 
Resident  and  one  from  a  member  of  the  National  Citizenry 3 
both  supported  vehicle  access. 


Pro 

I  do  not  want  any  existing  roads  closed  to  any  point  here  in  the 
desert  area.   Elderly  people  cannot  walk  long  distances  to  places  in 
this  desert.   Handicapped  children  need  to  see  the  beauty  .... 

To  say  that  you  cannot  drive  on  a  road  that  has  been  traveled  on 
for  years  is  really  rather  ridiculous. 

Recent  decision  by  BLM  to  close  vast  areas  of  desert  to  any  form 
of  vehicle  usage  or  even  general  use  seems  unreasonable  and  without 
proper  cause  ....   Existing  roads  are  the  only  means  available  to  reach 
many  areas.   Many  of  my  fellow  rockhounds  would  be  unable  to  reach  these 
areas  because  of  age  or  other  physical  restrictions. 

The  present  plan  closes  far  greater  areas  (to  vehicular  traffic) 
than  necessary  or  desirable.   While  young,  vigorous  people  will  be  able 
to  "backpack"  into  these  areas,  families  with  young  children  and  older 
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adults  will  be  effectively  barred  from  most  of  the  desert.   These  lands 
should  be  available  to  all  citizens  reasonably  equally. 

In  my  area  which  is  halfway  between  Big  Bear  and  Yucca  Valley  the 
road  is  dirt  and  because  of  so  much  flash  flooding,  it  is  impossible  to 
get  into  the  area  without  a  A-wheel  drive  vehicle  . . .  there  is  much 
need  for  a  decent  road. 


Regulate 

Motorized  vehicles,  registered  or  not,  in  unauthorized  areas  should 
be  impounded  on  sight  ....   Some  areas  should  be  accessible  to  the  public 
by  auto  or  other  transportation. 


Issue:     Unpaved  Roads  and  Trails 

All  of  the  11    letters  addressing  this  issue  were  from  Non- 
resident Users.      Five  of  these  supported  the  use  of  unpaved 
roads  and  trails    (opposing  the  BLM  definition) 3   with  one 
mentioning  the  need  for  restrictions .      Five  respondents 
expressed  the  desire   to  see  no  new  roads  built.      One   letter 
opposed  any  vehicle  use  of  unpaved  roads  and  trails. 


Pro 

We  definitely  don't  want  to  use  your  definition  of  a  maintained 
road  as  the  only  areas  where  we  can  ride  ....   Leave  open  the  existing 
trails  and  paths  that  are  not  maintained. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  BLM  definition  of  "Road"  . . .  what  this  really 
means  is  "what  has  been  known  in  the  past  as  JEEP  trails,  bike  trails, 
4-wheel  drive  washes,  primitive  trails,  etc.  will  be  totally  eliminated 
from  maps,  terminology  and  most  important  usage  by  vehicles  of  all  kinds 


Con 

Prohibit  two-wheeled  powered  vehicles  from  driving  on  open  country 
and  unpaved  trails. 

We  support  no  new  roads  on  BLM  deserts  or  capacity  increases  of 
existing  roads. 


15 


Regulate 

In  regards  to  a  hiking  trail  through  the  research  natural  area  to 
the  interior  of  the  Wilderness  Study  Area:   Such  a  trail  will  have  to 
be  tempered  by  the  sensitivities  of  the  bighorn  sheep  and  by  the  Bureau's 
policies  concerning  recreational  uses  of  research  natural  areas  . . . 
research  natural  areas  are  not  recreational  areas.   One  alternative 
would  be  to  develop  the  proposed  campground  and  trail  in  a  manner  oriented 
instead  toward  the  Providence  Mountains. 


Category   2  -  -  Energy 

Issue:     Utility  Corridors  (Transmission  Lines) 

There  were  three  responses  addressing  this  issue,    two  from 
Desert  Residents  and  one  from  the  Nonresident  Users  popula- 
tion.     The   two  Desert  Residents  were  against  the  expansion 
of  utility  corridors.      The   third  response 3   from  a  Nonresident 
Users  organization,    supported  the  expansion  of  utility  cor- 
ridors . 


Con 

. . .  has  fought  long  and  hard  to  keep  transmission  lines  out  of  the 
Morongo  Basin.   Because  final  decision  will  not  be  made  until  1980,  we 
hope  BLM  will  keep  new  plants/lines  to  a  minimum  in  the  interim. 


16 


The  people  of  this  area  and  the  public  deserve  this  protection  from 
polluting  industry  and  any  extra  high-voltage  transmission  lines. 


Pro 

Existing  transmission  line  right-of-ways  should  be  expanded  into 
future  utility  corridors.   We  are  concerned  that  the  plan  will  be  final- 
ized before  a  full  report  by  the  Utility  Committee  is  made. 


Issue:     Solar  Energy  and  Other  N  on  traditional  Sources 

There  were  three  responses  addressing  this  issue s   all  from 
Nonresident  Users  who  supported  the  development  of  solar 
energy  in  the  desert. 


Pro 

We  believe  that  solar  stations  on  a  large  scale  should  be  built  for 
use  in  the  distant  future,  with  underground  cities  for  workers  of  same. 

The  desert  might  be  a  good  place  to  set  up  solar  energy  stations 
since  the  sun  shines  there  most  of  the  time.   Although  solar  cells  are 
not  yet  efficient  enough  for  use  as  our  energy  source  today,  they  may 
be  improved  in  the  near  future,  making  such  a  plan  economical. 

I  believe  an  ecologically  and  economically  feasible  approach  would 
be  to  lease  the  land  to  a  company  that  would  use  it  for  the  collection 
of  solar  energy. 
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Category    3  -  -  Mining   and   Mineral   Development 

Issue:     New  Mines  and  Mineral  Resources 

Fifteen  letters  addressed  this  issue.      Four  letters  from  Desert 
Residents  supported  the  development  of  new  mines  and  resources . 
There  were  seven  responses  from  Nonresident  Users;   all  supported 
mining _,  hut  four  mentioned  the  need  for  restrictions .      Of  the 
four  responses  from  the  National  Citizenry  supporting  mining, 
two  mentioned  the  need  for  restrictions . 


Pro 

Miners  in  Southern  California  contribute  much  more  to  the  land  and 
to  the  National  interest  than  they  could  ever  take  away  from  these 
thousands  of  acres.   There  would  be  no  access  of  any  kind  to  the  thou- 
sands of  acres  in  my  area  without  the  work  on  the  roads  done  by  miners. 

Without  minerals,  we  could  not  till  our  soil,  build  our  machines, 
supply  our  energy,  transport  our  goods  or  maintain  any  society  beyond 
the  most  primitive.   Our  horn  of  plenty  starts  with  a  hole  in  the  ground, 
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.  .  .  our  total  sum  and  substance  is  our  mining  and  recreation  and 
any  action  taken  that  would  upset  the  balance  would  have  devastating 
effects  on  the  economy  of  our  county. 

. . .  the  BLM  should  not  have  the  right  to  interfere  with  patented 
mining  property. 

Until  detailed  exploration  programs  can  be  conducted,  including 
extensive  drilling,  it  is  impossible  to  predict  which  of  these  mineral 
deposits  may  become  economic.   All  land  within  the  California  Desert 
Conservation  Area  should  remain  open  to  mineral  exploration. 

The  California  Mining  Association  is  concerned  that  portions  of  the 
Conservation  Area  may  be  withdrawn  from  mineral  entry  without  an  ade- 
quate evaluation  of  the  mineral  potential  of  these  areas. 

There  are  lots  of  minerals,  gems,  chemicals,  etc.  in  our  deserts, 
mountains,  plains,  and  valleys  that  have  not  been  discovered  and  de- 
veloped.  To  find  these  veins  and  deposits  ...  the  practical  way  is  to 
leave  the  areas  open  to  the  small  miner  and  prospector.   It  takes  in- 
centive, a  lot  of  hard  work  and  a  lot  of  time. 


Regulate 

Alternatives  (either  sources  or,  at  least  methods)  should  be  de- 
veloped to  mining  operations  recently  conducted  at  Death  Valley. 

Shaft  mining  should  be  allowed  only  if  refilled  to  prevent  moun- 
tains of  slag  from  marring  the  land. 

Set  up  areas  for  miners  (flower  and  animal  lovers,  off  road)  so 
far  apart  that  neither  will  offset  the  other.   Designate  and  advertise 
which  areas  are  for  whom. 

The  most  responsible  and  forward  looking  approach  to  land  use 
planning  in  the  E.  Mojave  Planning  Unit  is  to  keep  all  but  small  and 
highly  unique  areas  open  to  mineral  exploration. 


Issue:     Access  for  Miners  and  Rockhounds 


There  were   IS   letters  addressing  this  issue.      Nine   letters  from 
Nonresident  Users  supported  access  for  rockhounds ,   with  one 
citing  the  need  for  restrictions .  Two   letters  from  Desert 
Residents  supported  access  for  rockhounds _,  and  one  from  the 
National  Citizenry  mentioned  the  need  for  restrictions . 
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Pro 

The  existing  roads  are  the  only  means  available  to  reach  many  areas. 
Many  of  my  fellow  rockhounds  would  be  unable  to  reach  these  areas  be- 
cause of  age  or  other  physical  restrictions  if  this  decision  becomes  law. 

Do  not  close  roads  to  the  areas  that  have  been  opened  to  rockhounds 
for  many  years. 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  providing  suitable  areas  for  the  ama- 
teur geologist,  the  professional  geologist  and  the  rockhound  to  enjoy 
their  hobbies.   I  believe  all  of  these  activities  are  and  can  be  com- 
patible with  good  Desert  usage. 


Regulate 

We  are  rockhounds  ....   We  do  not  despoil  the  land  ....   We  travel 
on  existing  roads  and  trails  and  then  by  foot  to  hunt  for  a  few  rocks 
that  we  make  into  gemstones  ....   Initiate  some  rational  rules  to  pre- 
serve our  lands,  yet  let  those  who  enjoy  but  do  not  destroy  walk  upon 
them. 

Since  there  are  so  many  non  law-abiding  persons  evidently  making 
use  of  our  public  lands,  regulations  as  to  conduct,  amount  of  rocks 
that  can  be  carried  away  by  rockhounds  and  commercial  rock  hunters, 
and  a  strong  enforcement  policy  should  be  the  answer. 


Issue:     Damage  by  Miners 

Five  letters  addressed  this  issue,  four  from  Nonresident  Users 
and  one  from  the  National  Citizenry.  All  comments  were  to  the 
effect  that  damage  from  mining  should  be  -prevented. 


Con 

You  let  miners  dig  holes  all  over  the  California  desert,  and  these 
holes  are  never  filled  in  once  they  are  played  out  or  prove  to  be  un- 
yielding of  the  ores  that  are  being  sought.   These  holes  are  a  hazard 
to  man  and  animal  life. 

If  allowed,  the  mining  industry  would  like  nothing  better  than  to 
turn  the  desert  into  a  giant  slag  heap. 
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Category   4 --Public  and   Private   Desert  Use 

Issue:     Commercial /Industrial  Development 

All  five  respondents  to  this  issue  felt  that  commevoial  and 
industrial  development  should  be   limited  to  a  small  number  of 
designated  areas.      Three  of  these  respondents  stated  that 
commercial  operation  should  not  harm  the  surrounding  environ- 
ment.     Four  Nonresident  Users  and  one  Desert  Resident  com- 
mented. 


Regulate 

Between  the  ORV's,  plant  thieves,  and  the  omnipresent  threat  of 
development,  the  desert  is  facing  a  struggle  for  survival. 

The  desert  provides  one  of  the  few  places  on  this  west  coast  that 

is  not  developed  or  exploited.  You  could,  in  the  interest  of  future 

California  family  or  individual  visits  to  the  desert  areas,  restrict 

commercial  development  of  large  areas. 
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As  for  the  majority  of  desert  land  I  would  suggest  that  an  appropriate 
percentage  (perhaps  10-20%)  of  the  land  in  each  desert  area  be  set  aside 
for  RV  and  developmental  use.   This  percentage  would  of  course  be  the  part 
which  has  the  least  value  to  preserve  intact.   Where  possible  I  would  limit 
RV  and  developmental  use  to  those  areas  already  well  trod  by  man. 


Issue:     Checkerboard  Land  Use 


Five  responses  were  received  on  this  issue,    representing  all 
population  groups.      All  responses  expressed  concern  about  the 
access  problems  that  develop  as  a  result  of  checkerboard  land 
use,    and  were  opposed  to  this  pattern  of  land  use.      Two  re- 
sponses from  Desert  Residents  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
government  should  assist  private   land  owners  in  maintaining 
access  roads  to  public   lands.        One  Desert  Resident  felt 
motor  vehicles  should  be  banned  from  checkerboard  areas  where 
they  might  end  up  on  private  property;   another  suggested  elim- 
inating some  of  the  red  tape  involved  in  the  use  of  private 
nonresidential   land.      A  response  from  the  National  Citizenry 
suggested  that  these  parcels  be  consolidated  and  declared 
wilderness  areas. 


Con 

Parcels  of  land  that  are  sandwiched  between  private  lands  should  be 
offered  for  sale  to  those  adjacent  property  owners.   In  my  case  lying 
between  my  land  and  my  next  neighbor  are  two  sections  of  BLM  land. 
Between  our  properties  is  a  road  and  there  is  constant  pressure  to  cross 
my  land  to  use  the  public  lands  yet  there  is  no  assistance  to  me  to 
maintain  that  accessability  nor  picking  up  the  trash  off  my  land  that 
is  disposed  by  people  on  their  way  to  public  land. 

Landowners  don't  want  to  get  sued,  and  since  the  courts  do  award 
the  injured,  the  land  owner  has  to  shell  out  the  money,  so  he  wants  to 
minimize  the  problem  and  refuses  permission  to  ride  on  his  property. 

The  existence  of  private  land  in  many  roadless  areas  is  often  the 
only  reason  for  eliminating  them  as  viable  wilderness  units.   The  Bureau 
neglected  to  even  consider  its  long-standing  policy  promoting  land 


Currently,  private  land  owners  have  been  maintaining  the  access  roads 
without  any  assistance. 
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exchanges  as  tools  to  include  otherwise  viable  wilderness  areas  into 
the  system.   Often  such  exchanges  of  large  parcels  (especially  Southern 
Pacific  lands)  are  favored  by  all  parties  and  can  be  pursued  via  legis- 
lation as  an  alternative  to  the  cumbersome  administrative  exchange 
process . 


Issue:     Military  and  Government  Use  of  Land 

There  were  five  responses  addressing  this  issue.      One  was  from 
a  Desert  Resident  and  four  were  from  Nonresident  Users.      All 
responses  expressed  the  opinion  that  destructive  government 
use  should  not  be  allowed. 


Con 

Government  in  the  past  35  years  has  done  the  most  damage  to  the 
desert,  with  devastating  army  maneuvers  of  '43  and  '64  ...  construction 
of  the  government  sponsored  coaxial  cable  when  Cedar  Canyon's  beautiful 
stand  of  desert  willow  ...  was  destroyed. 

I  was  sorry  to  see  scars  left  by  the  troops  during  World  War  II. 
It  is  sad  to  think  after  so  long  they  are  still  visible. 


Issue:     Residential  Development 

Five  aomments  were  received  addressing  this  issue.      Four  Non- 
resident Users  were  concerned  about  residential  housing  en- 
croaching on  the  desert;    two  of  these  stated,  that  development 
should  be   limited  to  designated  areas   that  would  not  affect 
the  aesthetic  value  of  the  desert.      One  Desert  Resident  ex- 
pressed concern  about  the  use  of  development  sites  as  dumping 
grounds  or  a  source  of  cheap  materials _,  such  as  sand.      All 
felt  development  should  be  regulated. 

Regulate 

Land  should  be  sold  where  it  is  not  thought  to  ruin  the  aesthetics 
of  an  area.   Lands  should  not  be  sold  in  blocks  less  than  a  quarter 
section  nor  could  these  lands,  once  sold,  be  divided  into  less  than  a 
quarter  section.   Purchasers  would  have  to  put  up  a  building,  much  like 
homesteading,  and  prove  they  plan  to  spend  at  least  one  month  a  year  on 
the  land  for  a  period  of  five  years,  after  which  it  is  completely  private 


23 


property,  with  no  rights  by  the  BLM  to  re-acquire  the  property,  except 
if  it  comes  up  for  sale  by  the  private  owner. 

There  will  be  pressure  ...  from  those  who  wish  to  build  houses. 
Again,  these  people  need  to  be  channeled  into  the  areas  of  the  desert 
which  have  less  to  ruin.   Inasmuch  as  the  land  is  property  of  the 
Federal  Government,  this  may  be  possible  even  though  the  pressures 
will  be  very  high  as  time  goes  on  and  the  population  continues  to  move 
southward  and  westward. 


Issue:     Nonresidential  Private  Ownership 

There  were   three  responses  addressing  this  issue,   all  from 
Nonresident  Users  who  favored  nonresidential  private  owner- 
ship.     One  respondent  expressed  the  opinion  that  owners 
should  be  consulted  before  a  new  land-use  designation  is 
placed  on  their  land.      Two  respondents  said  that  the  owner- 
ship of  small  mining^  claims  is  a   legitimate  use  of  the  desert. 


Pro 

The  landowner  is  not  represented  on  this  committee.   You  are  not 
giving  adequate  concern  to  the  owners  of  the  property  for  which  you  are 
planning  ....   We  have  been  burn  out  once.   Is  the  BLM  going  to  burn  us 
out  again? 

My  father  and  I  won  a  mine  on  the  east  side  of  Old  Woman  Mountains. 
We  have  a  cabin  and  a  spring  on  our  claim,  and  each  year  we  pay  taxes  on 
our  mine.   The  BLM  officer  in  charge  of  the  southeast  part  of  San  Bernar- 
dino County  informed  us  that  in  1980  a  bill  will  be  passed  which  will 
close  off  the  region  and  turn  it  into  a  wildlife  area.   This  region  in- 
cluded twenty-five  million  acres. 


24 


Category    5  -  -  Grazing   and   Agriculture 

Issue:     Agricultural  Use 

There  were  eight  responses  addressing  this  issue.      Six  of  them, 
one  from  a  Desert  Resident ,    three  from  Nonresident  Users  and 
two  from  representatives  of  the  National  Citizenry ,    supported 
farming  in  the  desert.      Two  Nonresident  Users  expressed  anti- 
farming  sentiments. 


Pro 

Be  aware  of  the  agricultural  potential  of  much  of  our  desert.   It 
is  estimated  that  a  million  and  a  half  acres  could  be  farmed  if  water 
was  available.   Future  techniques  could  eliminate  this  problem;  there- 
fore this  resource  should  be  protected. 

The  rancher  and  farm-men  produce  things  we  must  have  (food,  fibers) 

When  premature  frost  destroys  the  easterner's  crops,  those  people 
are  faced  with  famine  for  your  desert  will  not  feed  them,  if  put  into 
a  wilderness  area. 
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Con 

The  desert  land  in  question  should  not  be  transformed  into  farm 
land  due  to  the  fact  that  water  would  either  not  be  available  in  the 
next  few  years  or  would  be  too  costly. 

The  BLM  opened  some  of  this  land  for  small  farming,  these  farmers 
brushed  this  land  and  found  out  they  would  have  to  drill  very  deeply 
for  water,  and  they  couldn't  afford  to  drill  for  it.   Now  this  land  is 
stripped  of  brush. 


Issue:     Livestock  Grazing 

Six  comments  addressed  the  issue  of  livestock  grazing  in  the 
desert.      Four  of  these    (one  from  a  Desert  Resident,    two  from 
Nonresident  Users,    and  one  from  a  member  of  the  National 
Citizenry)   opposed  livestock  grazing  in  the  desert,   while 
the  other  two  respondents    (one  Resident  and  one  Nonresident 
User)   favored  it. 


Con 

There  is  no  cattle  grazing  lease  ...  in  our  area  ....   Many  people 
have  no  other  place  to  go  for  their  water.   Because  of  the  cattle  drop- 
pings, it  is  very  unsanitary  to  get  water  from  the  springs  in  this  sec- 
tion.  These  leases  should  not  be  given  if  the  Leasee  is  not  willing 
to  fence  the  property  to  keep  the  cattle  from  polluting  and  destroying 
private  property  of  others. 


Pro 

Cattle,  by  grazing  the  dry  undergrowth,  are  saving  our  magnificent 
Cima  Dome  Joshua  forest  from  being  burned  out  in  a  disastrous  fire.   Most 
desert  wildlife  here  is  now  dependent  upon  livestock  waters  that  are  de- 
veloped and  maintained  by  cattlemen. 
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Category   6 --Wild    Burros   and    Horses 

Issue:     Wild  Burros  and  Horses 

Very  few  respondents  in  any  of  the   three  population  groups 
directly  addressed  the  issue  of  wild  burros  and  horses.      Most 
mentioned  protection  of  these  species  along  with  other  desert 
animal  populations.     However,    two  responses  were  received 
concerning  this  issue;   one  favored  regulation  and  one  was 
against  the  current  BLM  policy  regarding  burros.      One  Desert 
Resident  expressed  the  belief  that  the   Wild  Horse  and  Burro 
Act  negatively  impacted  the  desert  ecosystem  by  over  protect- 
ing the  wild  burro  population. 

Regulate 

Pressure  on  Congress  by  other  rabid  conservationists  brought  about 
the  Wild  Horse  and  Burro  Act,  with  these  animals  increasing  to  the  point 
where  they  are  destroying  the  western  ranges.   The  ranchers  formerly 
kept  the  herds  culled  to  reasonable  numbers,  but  now,  the  BLM,  with 
typical  government  inefficiency,  will  spend  millions  to  do  the  job. 
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Category   7  -  -  Natural   and   Cultural    Resources 

Issue:     Preservation  of  Plants  and  Animals 

There  were  SO  comments  addressing  this  issue ,   representing  all 
population  groups.      All   20  respondents  from  the  population  of 
Nonresident  Users  strongly  supported  the  preservation  of  plants 
and  animals,   with  four  respondents  specifically  citing  the 
Imperial/ Algodones  Dune  System  for  special  attention.      Seven 
of  the  eight  responses  from  the  National  Citizenry  also  en- 
dorsed protection  of  plants  and  animals,   with  one  respondent 
emphasizing  the  need  for  protection  of  predatory  species  of 
animals.      The  opposing  opinion  was  presented  in  a  form  letter 
from  four  members  of  the  National  Citizenry .      Of  the   two 
respondents  from  the  Desert  Resident  population  group,    one 
expressed  concern  for  the  protection  of  the  desert  flora  and 
fauna,   while  the  other  took  the  opposite  view,   saying  that  if 
there  were  endangered  plants,    they  should  be   transplanted. 
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Pro 

We  share  concern  about  the  misuse  and  neglect  of  desert  land  and 
its  plant  and  animal  life. 

I  would  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the  stupid  senseless  poison- 
ings of  thousands  of  predators.   Animals  such  as  Bobcats,  Coyotes,  Eagles, 
Hawks  and  many  other  various  species  of  wildlife. 

My  views  concerning  desert  planning  and  use  are  that  the  habitat  of 
the  unique  flora  and  fauna  of  our  desert  and  dune  systems  must  be  pre- 
served for  further  use  and  study. 

The  BLM  should,  in  my  opinion,  make  a  special  effort  to  preserve 
some  of  the  cultural  features  in  the  various  desert  areas.   Many  times, 
based  on  some  sixteen  years  of  observation,  one  finds  important  cultural 
features  badly  vandalized-sometimes  even  destroyed.   More  often  than 
not  such  destruction  is  the  result  of  urban  family  motorized  outings- 
taking  out  their  collective  frustrations  on  the  desert. 


Con 

Plants  and  animals  are  endangered  everyday  by  much  more  than  vehicles 

If  there  are  endangered  plants  in  the  open  area  they  can  be  trans- 
planted or  seeded  in  the  closed  area. 

Issue:     Preservation  of  Various  Ecosystems 


A   total  of  18  responses  addressed  this  issue,    representing 
all  population  groups.      All  nine  respondents  from  the  Non- 
resident Users  group  endorsed  the  preservation  of  the  desert 
ecosystems;   five  respondents  in  this  group  requested  regu- 
lation of  ORV  use  of  desert  areas  for  this  reason.      All 
eight  of  the  responses  from  the  National  Citizenry   expressed 
concern  for  preservation  of  the  desert  ecosystems ;   four  of 
these  expressed  concern  for  disruption  of  the  desert  eco- 
systems by  ORV  use.      The  need  for  protection  of  the  desert 
ecosystems  was  also  supported  by  one  member  of  this  group 
who  used  a  recreational  vehicle.      The  single  respondent 
from  the  Desert  Residents  population  expressed  concern  for 
the  ecological  preservation  of  the  desert  regions. 
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Pro 

I  am  very  concerned  about  the  protection  of  the  desert  ecosystems, 
and  keeping  complete  as  much  as  possible  the  roadless  areas  of  our 
California  Desert. 

It  is  our  feeling  that  all  traffic  should  be  on  regularly  estab- 
lished roads,  and  exploration  should  be  on  foot  to  protect  the  deli- 
cately balanced  ecology. 

The  deserts  represent  a  fragile  ecosystem  which  includes  a  variety 
of  rare  plant  and  animal  life  and  unique  geological  land  forms. 

We  wish  to  express  our  concern  about  the  unrestricted  use  of  the 
ORV's  thru  the  fragile  ecosystem  of  the  desert. 

Though  the  recreation  motorcycling  community  in  California  viewed 
the  formation  of  the  California  Desert  Advisory  Committee  with  some 
anxiety  and  apprehension,  it  was  recognized  as  a  responsible  step  in 
planning  and  protecting  the  desert  ecological  systems  for  future  genera- 
tions. 

I  am  very  interested  in  the  ecological  preservation  of  the  Desert 
regions. 


Issue:     Education,  Scientific  and  Archaeological  Research 


There  were  14  responses  addressing  this  issue,    IS  from  the 
Nonresident  Users  population  group.     All  of  the  response 
from  this  group  supported  preservation  of  the  desert  for 
educational  use  and  scientific  and  archaeological  research. 
Some  of  the  desert  areas  specifically  cited  by   this  popula- 
tion group  to  be  preserved  for  the  above  reasons  were:     the 
Imperial/ Algodones  Dune  System,    the  Bigelo  Cholla  area,   and 
the  Mid  Hills  area.      The  single  respondent  from  the  Desert 
Residents  population  group  referred  specifically  to  the 
Eureka  Dunes  when  expressing  support  for  this  issue. 


Pro 

I  would  much  prefer  that  the  area  be  preserved  in  an  essentially 
undisturbed  state  for  its  aesthetic  and  scientific  value. 
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The  aesthetic  value  as  a  backdrop  for  the  Eureka  Dunes  is  there  to 
be  seen.   The  scientific  values,  although  not  as  obvious,  are  equally 
impressive.   The  rugged  cliffs  and  canyons  with  occasional  seeps  and 
small  springs  are  an  ideal  bighorn  habitat. 


Category  8  -  -  Wilderness 

Issue:     Validity  of  Wilderness  Designation 

A   total  of  51  responses  were  received  addressing  this  issue. 
The   largest  number  of  these    (23)   came  from  the  Nonresident 
Users  population  group.      Nineteen  members  of  this  group  en- 
dorsed the  validity  of  the  current  wilderness  designation. 
Four  members  in  this  group  expressed  the  opposite  opinion, 
stressing  that  an  adequate  amount  of  desert   land  should  be 
made  available  for  recreational  use.      Twenty  responses  came 
from  the  National  Citizenry.      Thirteen  of  these  supported 
the  wilderness  designation,    citing  concern  for  regulation 
of  ORVs.      The  remaining  seven  respondents  from  the  National 
Citizenry  objected  to  the  current  wilderness  designation. 
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One  of  these  respondents  felt  that  such  designations  discrim- 
inated against  certain  population  groups.      Of  the  eight  respon- 
dents from  the  Desert  Residents  group }    five  expressed  strong 
concern  that  too  much  desert  area  would  be  designated  as 
wilderness.      The  three  remaining  respondents  in  this  group 
expressed  agreement  with  the  wilderness  designation. 


Pro 

Leaving  this  land  as  wilderness  is  the  most  desirable  and  ideal 
plan,  as  our  wilderness  areas  are  fast  disappearing. 

I  strongly  endorse  a  program  which  insures  the  pristine  nature  of 
the  area,  allows  access  by  BLM  permission  only,  and  prevents  the  admis- 
sion of  any  type  of  off-road  vehicle  for  recreational  use. 

The  Mohave  Desert  in  its  pristine  state  has  got  to  be  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  deserts  in  the  world,  and  should  be  preserved  for  the 
future  of  the  United  States.   There  has  already  been  much  exploitation 
of  the  land  by  people  who  either  cannot  or  will  not  respect  it.   Anyone 
who  now  lives  in  Southern  California  ought  to  be  able  to  get  some  idea 
of  what  a  beautiful  place  this  once  was. 

Please  keep  as  much  desert  as  possible  in  the  "wilderness"  state; 
NO  "DEVELOPMENT"  (roads,  visitors  centers  (Argh!!)  etc.)  and  let  the 
deafened,  motor-driving  hell-raisers  have  at  what  they've  (we've) 
already  ruined.   Preservation  of  large  areas  of  desert  QUIET  is  of 
major  importance. 

I  strongly  endorse  a  program  which  insures  the  pristine  nature  of 
the  area,  allows  access  by  BLM  permission  only,  and  prevents  the  admis- 
sion of  any  type  of  off-road  vehicle  for  recreational  use. 


Con 

To  make  the  environmentalists  happy,  perhaps  certain  parts  of  the 
desert  could  be  set  aside  to  remain  in  their  "natural"  state.  But  let 
people  USE  and  enjoy  the  main  part  of  the  desert. 

This  letter  is  in  protest  to  the  B.L.M.   I  am  not  in  favor  of 
making  wilderness  or  closed  areas  out  of  our  public  land.   If  this 
"take-over"  isn't  curtailed  control  of  public  land  should  be  given  to 
the  state  in  which  it  is  located. 
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Category   9  -  -  General   Preservation 

Issue:     Desert  Preservation  (No  Specific  Reference 
to  Other  Major  Category) 

There  were   20  responses  addressing  this  issue,    all  in  support 
of  general  preservation  of  the  desert.      Sixteen  of  these 
responses  were  from  Nonresident  Users,    three  were  from  the 
National  Citizenry,   and  one  was  from  a  Desert  Resident. 


Pro 

Preserve  and  protect  our  earth's  deserts  for  future  generations!! 

Several  in  our  community  are  concerned  about  the  plan  and  the 
future  of  our  desert. 

My  major  concern  is  preservation  of  our  country  and  its  varied 
forms  of  land.   In  order  for  this  to  be  accomplished  the  general  public 
must  be  awakened  to  the  utmost  importance  of  preservation  as  well  as 
wise  use  of  all  resources  including  land. 
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I  would  like  you  to  know  that  I  favor  the  preservation  of  California 
desert  land,  an  area  where  individuals  can  reawaken  an  awareness  of  their 
interdependence  with  their  environment. 


Issue:     Vandalism 

There  were   two  responses  addressing  the  issue  of  vandalism. 
A  Nonresident  User  expressed  concern  about  the  amount  of 
vandalism  occurring  in  the  desert,   as  did  a  Desert  Resident. 


Con 

I  believe  the  land  is  a  national  treasure  for  ALL  of  the  people 
along  the  lines  of  the  U.S.  Indian's  respect  for  land.   Further,  I 
believe  the  BLM  should  act  to  protect  the  land  before  it  is  ravaged— 
not  after  it  has  proven  to  have  been  ravaged. 

Vandalism  is  rampant. 
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Category    10 --Controlled   Access   to    Land 

Issue:     Recreational  Designations 

A  total  of  35  comments  addressed  this  issue,    representing  all 
'population  groups.      Bine  Desert  Residents,    22  Nonresident 
Users,   and  three  members  of  the  National  Citizenry  were  in- 
cluded.     Of  the  nine  Desert  Residents  submitting  comments , 
seven  favored  separate  areas  for  different  recreational  ac- 
tivities;   the  other  two  Desert  Residents  opposed  such  desig- 
nations.     Eighteen  of  the  Nonresident  Users  agreed  with  the 
majority  of  Desert  Residents,   favoring  recreational  designa- 
tions;  four  Nonresident  Users  disagreed.      Two  of  the  National 
Citizenry  opposed  recreational  designations,   while  one  sup- 
ported them.      In  general,    it  was  felt  that  ORV  use  should  be 
separated  from  other   (nonmotorized)  pastimes. 


Pro 

The  answer  is — create  restricted  areas  for  recreationists :   bikers, 
campers,  rockhounds.   Can't  keep  them  out,  but  assess  fines  for  viola- 
tions and  litter  of  special  areas. 
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Much  as  I  deplore  this  destruction,  they  are  legitimate  users  of 
the  desert:   consumers  might  be  a  better  word.   We  need  to  set  aside 
certain  areas  of  the  desert  for  their  use  and  inevitable  destruction 
while  preserving  relatively  large  areas  as  desert  wilderness  since 
wilderness  normally  only  has  value  when  the  area  is  large  enough  to 
represent  an  eco-system. 

Make  more  dry  camps  and  have  them  marked. 

Designate  places  on  the  desert  for  the  off  roads.   We  all  need  a 
place  to  have  fun. 

...  it  is  my  fond  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  preserve  some  of  it 
for  future  generations. 

...  I  too  travel  extensively  in  the  beautiful  western  states.   We 
favor  the  privilege  of  this  ability  to  go  almost  anywhere,  but  also  feel 
there  must  be  restrictions  on  an  area's  usage. 

The  problem  is  to  create  a  usage  program  which  satisfies  all  in- 
terested parties.   Interested  parties  being  RV  users,  developers,  nature 
lovers,  hermits,  etc.   While  I  personally  can't  stand  the  noise  and 
destruction  generated  by  massive  RV  use,  RV'ers  have  as  much  right  to 
desert  use  as  I,  the  solitary  nature  lover.   I  would  like  to  see  certain 
specific  areas  set  aside  for  RV  use. 

I  do,  however,  believe  since  there  are  many  different  demands  made 
on  recreational  use  of  the  desert,  there  should  be  some  measures  taken 
to  keep  the  deserts  usable  for  all.   Here  are  my  proposals:   ...  People 
would  be  able  to  camp  out  on  the  desert  lands,  but  only  at  designated 
sites . 


Con 

We  do  not  want  to  lose  any  more  areas.   We  want  more  land  opened 
to  the  public  users  as  it  makes  no  sense  to  restrict  us  to  small  areas 
compared  to  the  size  of  the  desert. 

P.S.   If  you  folks  closed  98%  of  the  Desert  and  condensed  all  off- 
road  use  to  the  remaining  2%,  think  of  the  possible  damage  that  this 
would  cause  instead  of  the  spanned  out  use  of  the  overall  Desert  area. 
If  you  are  really  worried  about  plant  damage  and  erosion,  the  2%  would 
look  really  bad  compared  to  the  good  condition  of  the  existing  usage  of 
the  land. 
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Issue:     Access  to  Desert 

Fourteen  comments  were  received  on  this  issue.      Nine  Nonresident 
Users  responded;   eight  favored  continued  access  and  one  favored 
restricted  access.      Two  Desert  Residents  commented;   both  were 
in  favor  of  access.     All  three  members  of  the  National  Citizenry 
who  commented  also  wanted  free  access. 


Pro 

Yesterday  I  received  in  the  mail  a  notice  that  the  BLM  is  planning  on 
closing  98%  of  the  Desert,  WHAT  THE  HELL  ARE  YOU  DOING?!   You  don't  need 
that  much  Desert,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  it,  you  can't  possibly 
hike  through  all  of  it  to  see  it  all,  it  isn't  good  for  anything  else, 
no  one  lives  out  there,  who  cares  if  some  off-roaders  enjoy  it  the  only 
way  they  know  how,  no  one  else  is  ever  out  there.   Off-roaders  are  the 
only  ones  who  know  how  to  use  many,  many  square  miles  of  that  vast  waste- 
land, and  no  one  else  uses  it  at  all,  so  why  take  it  away  from  them? 

Preservation  of  wilderness  areas,  including  unique  areas  of  the 
desert,  is  important.   However,  the  present  plan  closes  far  greater 
areas  than  necessary  or  desirable  ....   These  public  lands  belong  to 
all  citizens  and  should  be  available  to  all  citizens  reasonably  equally. 

I  urge  those  developing  the  California  Desert  Plan  to  assure  that 
access  is  provided  to  the  desert  for  all  Americans  for  activities  such 
as  camping  and  rockhounding. 

Let  people  have  access  to  our  deserts. 

BLM  should  not  close  off  any  of  its  lands  to  use  at  any  day  of  the 
year,  excepting  when  (not)  doing  so  represents  a  hazard  to  those  who 
would  use  it.   An  example  would  be;  stopping  travel  into  areas  prone  to 
flash  floods  when  storms  are  eminent. 

These  public  lands  belong  to  all  citizens  and  should  be  available 
to  all  citizens  reasonably  equally. 

I  urge  those  developing  the  California  Desert  Plan  to  assure  that 
access  is  provided  to  the  desert  for  all  Americans  for  activities  such 
as  camping  and  Rockhounding. 


Con 

Keep  motorized  vehicles  out  as  much  as  possible.   No  new  roads 
should  be  made.   Off  road  vehicles  should  be  banned.   Leave  the  land 
as  it  is  and  let  the  wildlife  enjoy  their  home. 


37 


Category    1 1  -  -  Multiple   Use  of  the   Desert 

Issue:     Multiple  Use  for  One  Piece  of  Land 

Seventeen  comments  were  made  about  the  desirability  of  multiple 
use.      Six  comments  came  from  Desert  Residents;  five  agreed 
that  multiple  use  was  a  valuable  practice  and  one  felt  it  was 
potentially  destructive.      Eight  Nonresident  Users  provided 
input;   seven  favored  multiple  use  and  one  opposed  it.     All 
three  responses  from  the  National  Citizenry  supported  multiple 
use. 


Pro 

We  must  remember  that  the  multiple  use  concept  is  extremely  important 
in  our  area.   Many  lands  are  over-used  so  it  would  appear  far  more  impor- 
tant to  open  up  more  lands  to  multiple  use,  which  in  itself  would  lessen 
the  use  of  all  public  lands. 

Until  everyone  can  be  treated  fairly  and  equitably  under  the  law 
(miners,  hikers,  ORV  users,  campers,  etc.)  any  attempt  at  a  comprehensive 
desert  plan  is  just  so  much  hypocrisy.   The  desert  has  been  here  for  many 
millions  of  years  more,  regardless  of  the  impact  of  man.   So  let's  just 
leave  the  desert  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  all.   That  is  the  only  fair 
way. 
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We  continue  to  urge  conservation  of  significant  resources,  while 
at  the  same  time  considering  people  so  that  the  use  plan  that  will  be 
fair  to  all  groups,  and  again  remind  that  the  public  lands  do  belong 
to  the  People. 

I  once  again  reiterate  the  fact  that  any  extensive  program  that  is 
being  planned,  that  all  people  be  taken  into  consideration  in  a  fair  and 
equitable  manner. 


Con 

I  did  not  propose  wilderness  designation  because  I  have  not  been 
sure  it  is  the  most  appropriate  one  in  this  case.   It  seems  to  me  that 
a  natural  or  biological  reserve  status  would  be  better.   It  certainly 
must  not  be  left  open  to  multiple  use  though. 
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PUBLIC  MEETINGS 


PUBLIC  MEETINGS 

A  series  of  public  meetings  regarding  the  California  Desert  Plan 
were  held  in  various  locations  in  Southern  California  from  March  1977 
to  December  1978.   The  dates,  locations,  and  number  of  speakers  at 
these  meetings  were  as  follows: 


Location 

Date 

No.  of  Speakers 

San  Bernardino 

3/7/77 

25 

Barstow 

4/29-30/77 

40 

Riverside 

7/7-10/77 

24 

Needles 

9/22-26/77 

25 

El  Centro 

12/8-10/77 

33 

San  Diego 

2/23-25/78 

12 

Bishop 

5/11-14/78 

24 

San  Bernardino 

7/20-21/78 

21 

Riverside 

11/30-12/2/78 

24 

At  these  meetings  the  general  public  had  the  opportunity  to  provide 
testimony  to  the  California  Desert  Conservation  Area  Advisory  Committee. 
This  testimony  took  three  major  forms:   verbal,  written,  and  panel 
presentation.   We  have  made  no  attempt  to  differentiate  between  these 
various  forms  of  testimony;  i.e.,  each  comment  about  an  issue  was 
treated  in  the  same  way  regardless  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  made. 

The  population  groupings  defined  previously  were  used,  with  one 
addition:   a  substantial  percentage  of  the  people  presenting  testimony 
at  the  public  meetings  represented  a  group  or  organization.   In  these 
cases,  the  mailing  address  of  the  group  was  used  to  determine  which  of 
the  three  populations  it  represented,  and  an  additional  code  indicated 
that  it  was  an  organization.   The  comments  of  individual  populations 
are  presented  separately  only  when  they  differ  from  the  majority  opinion 
expressed  by  all  respondents. 
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Each  category  is  arranged  so  that  the  issue  addressed  most  frequently 
appears  first,  and  the  others  appear  in  order  of  descending  volume  of 
response.   Some  of  the  comments  in  this  section  are  not  direct  quotes 
because  the  transcripts  of  the  meetings  paraphrased  original  statements. 
We  have  quoted  directly  from  the  transcripts,  with  no  attempt  to  inter- 
pret anything  other  than  stance  on  the  issue. 
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Category    1 --Motorized   Vehicle   Activity 

Issue:     Off-Road  Vehicles  (Recreation) 

Forty-eight  people  addressed  this  issue.      Twenty-one  were  in 
favor  of  ORV  activity,    19  were  against  ORV  activity,   and 
eight  were  in  favor  of  restricted  ORV  activity.      The  most 
vocal  group  on  this  issue  were  the  Nonresident  Users    (29 
out  of  48  responses) ;   within  this  population,    over  half   (17) 
of  the  responses  were  from  representatives  of  organizations. 
Nonresident  Users  favored  ORV  use  in  the  desert  by  a  margin 
of  14   to   11,   with  four  additional  respondents  indicating 
that  they  would  favor  ORV  use  with  some  restrictions .      Desert 
Residents  were  almost  equally  split  on  this  issue:     seven 
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were  against  ORV  use,   six  were  in  favor  of  ORV  use,   and  four 
were  in  favor  of  use  with  restrictions.      Representatives  of 
the  National  Citizenry  were  evenly  divided  on  the  issue  with 
one  comment  for  and  one.  against. 


Pro 

Most  of  the  areas  we  are  asking  to  use  will  someday  be  paved  streets, 
shopping  centers,  farm  lands,  or  whatever,  so  actually  all  we  are  asking 
for  is  its  temporary  use  till  man's  progress  consumes  this  land  anyway. 

I  feel  even  more  that  the  vehicle  user  on  the  California  desert  is 
on  the  threatened  list  and  moving  to  the  endangered  list. 

Motorcycle  racing  is  a  family  event,  one  of  the  few  things  which 
could  involve  the  whole  family. 

To  date,  most  of  the  nation's  laws  and  regulations  pertaining  to 
use  of  off-road  vehicles  reveal  that  Land  Use  Planning  efforts  have 
been  largely  directed  to  restriction  rather  than  providing  outlets  for 
this  legitimate  outdoor  recreation  activity. 

We  hope  that  if  definite  areas  of  adequate  compass  are  set  aside 
for  the  use  of  RV  enthusiasts  the  destruction  of  valuable  areas  will 
be  slowed  down. 

If  miners  can  go  into  the  desert  and  tear  it  up  and  put  roads  where 
no  roads  are  supposed  to  be,  then  why  can't  motorcyclists  use  the  area? 

Vehicles  cannot  destroy  this  area.   The  first  wind  that  comes  will 
erase  any  tracks  made. 


Con 

Four-wheel-drive  vehicles  are  a  threat  to  the  desert  and  need  some 
control  and  so  do  motorcycles,  which  we  in  the  desert  refer  to  as  "the 
Japanese  revenge." 

Families  and  individuals  seeking  a  desert  natural  experience  are 
outraged  by  intrusions  of  thoughtless  ORVers. 

In  the  Orocopias  I  once  watched  a  Bronco  make  repeated  attempts  in 
clouds  of  dust  to  climb  out  of  a  canyon.   He  finally  made  it — never 
mind  the  destruction  to  vegetation  and  geologic  features. 

Damage  done  by  off-road  vehicles  occurs  at  the  moment  of  vehicular 
use  and  continues  long  after  passage  of  the  recreationist . 
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Most  effects  of  ORVs  will  not  be  preserved;  instead  they  will  in- 
crease as  wind  and  water  erosion  occurs  with  time. 

It  does  not  seem  valid  that  any  segment  of  society  such  as  certain 
off-road  vehicle  clubs,  no  matter  how  numerous,  should  have  permission 
to  destroy  the  potential  of  knowledge  and  good  that  remains  in  abundance 
on  our  desert  lands. 

While  there  are  no  timber  companies  anxious  to  log  the  desert  there 
are  numerous  off-road  vehicle  organizations  anxious  that  no  area  be 
closed  off  to  their  maneuvers. 


Regulate 

We  are  not  opposed  to  space  on  public  lands  being  set  aside  for 
this  activity,  but  once  a  course  is  established,  after  proper  clearance, 
couldn't  it  stay  put?   Must  they  continue  to  move  to  new  locations, 
tear  up  more  plant  life,  create  erosion,  and  devastate  archaeological 
sites? 

I  realize  that  open  areas  were  planned  as  a  practical  response  and 
means  of  concentrating  ORV  use.   However,  decision  making  must  be  made 
on  what  is  there,  what  the  resources  are;  and  the  analogy  might  be  made 
that  setting  up  open  areas  before  resource  inventories  and  research 
studies  are  made  is  like  locking  the  barn  door  after  the  horse  is  stolen, 

We  recognize  the  interest  in  such  activity,  but  believe  it  should 
be  regulated  and  conducted  as  all  other  such  activities  are — as  sporting 
events  on  private  courses. 


Issue:     Unpaved  Roads  and  Trails 

All  nine  responses  on  this  issue  expressed  some  objection  to 
the  current  definition  of  a  road;^  five  of  these  responses 
came  from  organizations.      Nonresident  Users  of  the  desert 
accounted  for  six  of  these  nine  responses .      There  were   two 
opinions  expressed  by  Desert  Residents  and  one  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  National  Citizenry .  Testimony  on  this  issue 
indicated  a  general  feeling  that  if  the  proposed  definition 
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The  definition  of  a  road,  for  purposes  of  the  BLM  Wilderness  Inventory 
only,  is:   "An  access  route  which  has  been  improved  and  maintained  by 
using  hand  or  power  machinery  or  tools  to  ensure  relatively  regular 
and  continuous  use." 
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of  a  road  were  used  by   the  BLM,   it  would  severely   limit  aooess 
to  the  desert,    causing  de  facto  closure. 


Con 

Roads  improved  by  mechanical  means,  that  is  bulldozer  or  grader  ... 
is  too  restrictive  a  definition  of  a  road.   There  are  many  roads  into 
key  areas  that  have  not  been  improved  in  this  manner.   Some  are  important 
passageways  to  given  points. 

While  such  a  definition  might  be  applicable  on  some  BLM  lands,  the 
uniqueness  of  travel  patterns  in  the  California  desert  makes  the  defini- 
tion impractical. 

According  to  the  expanded  definition  of  a  road  a  conservative  85 
to  90  percent  of  the  East  Mojave  desert  would  be  inaccessable  by  vehicle. 
Now  this  would  not  only  preclude  our  usage  of  the  area  but  we  would  be 
joined  by  throngs  of  would-be  desert  recreationists  at  the  paved  gates 
of  the  East  Mojave  and  virtually  all  uses  involving  access  would  be 
denied. 

Will  the  public  best  be  served  by  considering  what  has  been  a  road 
for  many  years  nonexistent  because  some  Washington  bureaucrat  thinks  an 
unmaintained,  ungraded  route  of  travel  is  not  a  "road"? 


Issue:     Vehicle  Access  (For  Different  Activities) 

The  four  responses  addressing  this  issue  were  evenly  divided 
between  Desert  Residents  and  Nonresident  Users.      All  responses 
were  in  favor  of  vehicle  access  for  different  activities . 


Pro 

Desert  should  be  kept  open  to  more  than  a  few  fortunate  horseback 
riders  and  hikers  who  have  the  time,  money,  and  the  stamina  to  partake 
of  the  desert  without  a  mechanical  aid. 

Our  group  travels  "off-highway"  but  not  "off-road"  and  the  distinc- 
tion is  important,  because  those  who  stay  on  roads  and  trails  do  not 
raise  hell  and  tear  up  the  desert. 
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Category   2  -  -  Energy 

Issue:     Utility  Corridors  (Transmission  Lines) 

A  total  of  10  responses  were  received  on  this  issue.      Desert 
Residents ,   both  individuals  and  organized  groups,   expressed 
almost  unanimous  opposition   (8  out  of  10  responses)    to  expan- 
sion of  existing  utility  corridors.      One  Desert  Resident  ex- 
pressed concern  that  enough  time  might  not  be   taken  to  con- 
sider the  matter  carefully .      There  was  one  comment  from  a 
Nonresident  User  who  felt  that  transmission  corridors  were 
good  because  certain  recreational  activities  could  occur  in 
the  same  space. 


Con 

Cries  of  protest  from  all  sides  against  giant  transmission  lines 
should  tell  energy  officials  and  the  BLM  something,  even  though  the 
utilities  DO  NOT  WANT  TO  LISTEN.   Siting  tremendous  boiler  factories 
in  far  away  places  and  running  line  all  over  the  country  to  bring  power 
to  the  demand  has  become  a  favorite  modus  operandi  of  the  utilities. 
Certainly  the  public  should  not  be  subjected  to  new  corridors  because 
the  utilities  may  be  unwilling  to  consolidate  facilities. 

No  major  steel  tower  electric  transmission  lines  should  be  allowed 
to  run  anywhere  through  the  Morongo  Basin. 

Power  transmission  lines  should  use  existing  corridors  and  not  make 
a  spider  web  of  the  desert. 
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Pro 

Something  that  is  commercially  viable  can  also  be  recreational  and 
rockhounding  or  off-road  vehicle  use  can  be  allowed  in  corridors  for 
transmission  lines. 


Issue:     Solar  Energy  and  Other  Nontraditional  Sources 

All  of  the  testimony  on  this  issue    (six  responses)   eame  from 
organizations  representing  either  Desert  Residents  or  Non- 
resident Users.      Two  Desert  Residents  and  two  Nonresident 
User  organizations  agreed  that  the  desert  's  potential   to 
supply  nontraditional  energy  sources    (such  as  solar  and  geo- 
thermal)   should  he  utilized.      Two  Nonresident  Users  organiza- 
tions were  concerned  that  the  desert  not  be  used  as  a  site 
for  producing  nuclear  energy. 


Pro 

We  should  broaden  the  fuel  resource  supply  base  of  California's 
energy,  with  particular  concern  for  expediting  the  development  of  clean 
fuels  which  include  energy  from  biomass. 

We  should  encourage  solar,  wind,  and  geothermal  power  development 
and  discourage  fossile  fuel  plants. 

The  entire  southwestern  desert  area  should  be  studied  for  its 
potential  for  producing  solar  and  wind  energy. 


Con  (Nuclear) 

Problems  of  water  availability  and  nuclear  waste  disposal  connected 
with  Sundesert  Plant  are  of  great  concern. 
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Category   3  -  -  Mining   and   Mineral   Development 

Issue:     Develop  New  Mines/ Resources 

Of  the  22  responses  on  this  issue,    21  were  in  favor  of  mining, 
with  no  new  restrictions  or  additional  closure  of  land  to 
miners.      Organizations  were  very  heavily  represented,   contrib- 
uting 16  responses.      Testimony  came  from  all  three  populations 
groups,   with  the  Desert  Residents  providing  IS  responses; 
four  responses  were  from  Nonresident  Users  and  five  came  from 
the  National  Citizenry .      One  Desert  Resident  and  one  Nonresident 
User  indicated  that  they  felt  no  future  mining  should  be  allowed 
without  tighter  regulations  and  controls. 


Pro 

The  mining  industry  is  one  of  the  backbones  of  this  great  land, 
and  provides  many  jobs,  fuel,  building  materials,  and  resources  for  this 
great  land. 

Most  mining  operations  would  almost  never  discover  new  ore  deposits 
without  the  input  from  the  prospectors  and  small  miners. 

It  is  pure  folly  to  lock  up,  by  location  withdrawals,  abundantly 
occurring  minerals  and  then  import  the  very  same  minerals. 
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I  would  not  hesitate  to  predict  that  another  100  years  of  unregulated 
mining  activity  would  not  significantly  affect  the  environment  of  the  East 
Mojave  ...  mineral  exploration,  highly  land  intensive,  is  largely  non- 
destructive, and  hard-rock  mineral  mining,  highly  land  destructive  results 
on  only  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  land  explored. 

The  continuous  search  for  and  the  development  of  mineral  resources 
is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  civilized  society. 

Mineral  activity  and  wilderness  values  should  not  be  viewed  as  in- 
compatible, it  must  be  remembered  that  even  surface  mining  does  not 
preclude  wildlife,  vegetation,  or  even  scenic  values,  but  has  varying 
degrees  of  impact.   The  reverse,  however,  is  seldom  true;  protection  of 
environmental  values  typically  precludes  totally  the  development  of 
mineral  resources. 


Regulate 

It  is  counter-productive  to  degenerate  into  a  good  guys/bad  guys 
confrontation  in  which  one  wants  unrestricted  access  to  all  land  and 
the  freedom  to  bulldoze  and  drill  holes  at  whim,  and  the  other  wants 
every  miner,  if  he  exists  at  all,  one-on-one  with  a  BLM  watchdog.   We 
must  have  the  raw  material  produced  by  mining,  and  we  must  also  have 
good  land-use  planning. 


Con 

Protect  the  Eastern  Mojave  from  indiscriminate  mining. 

Issue:     Rockhounds 

All  of  the  testimony  on  this  issue  came  from  either  Desert 
Residents  or  Nonresident  Users 3   with  Residents  providing  five 
of  the   total  of  eight  responses.      All  of  the  responses  favored 
roekhounding  activity  in  the  desert. 


Pro 

Roekhounding  is  a  meaningful  hobby,  appealing  in  large  part  to 
retired  people. 

(We)  continue  to  urge  that  some  rockhound  areas  be  left  open  for 
collecting.   These  groups  do  not  expect  campgrounds  or  high  cost  roads, 
and  in  most  cases,  they  take  their  litter  away  with  them. 
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We,  as  well  as  most  other  rockhounds  and  mineral  collectors  are  not 
asking  for  open  and  unrestricted  use  of  the  CDCA  ....   We  ask  that  we 
have  continued  access  to  these  areas,  and  the  right  to  camp  near  collect- 
ing sites. 


Issue:     Access  for  Miners  and  Rockhounds 

The  one  response  addressing  this  issue  came  from  the  National 
Citizenry.      The  respondent  expressed  the  opinion  that  con- 
tinued access   to  the  desert  was  essential  for  miners. 


Pro 

I  am  opposed  to  restriction  on  activities  of  miners  and  their  move- 
ments on  public  lands  ....   Mining  and  prospecting  must  be  done  where  the 
minerals  are  found. 
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Category   4 --Public   and   Private   Desert   Use 

Issue:     Military  and  Government  Land  Use 

One  Desert  Resident  opposed  the  use  of  the  desert  by  either 
the  government  or  the  mititary . 


Con 

The  government  itself  has  done  more  destruction  than  anyone  else, 
including  military  maneuvers,  buried  cables,  and  BLM  survey  crews. 


Issue:     Checkerboard  Land  Use 

One  Nonresident  User  expressed  the  opinion  that  checkerboard 
Zand  ownership  is  a  serious  probZem. 
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Con 

There  is  an  alarming  problem  of  checkerboard  land  ownership. 

Issue:     Commercial / Industrial  Development 

There  was  one  response  on  this  issue  from  a  Nonresident  User 
who  was  against  any  development  of  the  desert. 


Con 

Would  be  willing  to  give  up  generous  road  corridors  in  return  for 
setting  areas  aside  and  protecting  them  from  development. 


Category   5  -  -  Grazing   and    Agriculture 

Issue:     Livestock  Grazing 

Six  of  the  seven  responses  addressing  this  issue  were  from 
Desert  Residents ;    the  remaining  response  was  from  a  Non- 
resident User.      Three  of  the  Desert  Residents  as  well  as 
the  Nonresident  User  felt  that  cattle  grazing  was  bene- 
ficial to   the  desert  and  should  be  allowed.      One  Desert 
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Resident  felt  that  if  grazing  is  allowed  it  should  be  closely 
supervised.      Two  Desert  Residents  indicated  they  felt  that 
sheep  grazing  was  destructive  and  should  not  be  allowed  on 
the  desert. 


Pro 

Armchair  ecologists  would  like  to  get  cattle  off  the  desert,  appar- 
ently not  realizing  that  the  cattle,  by  grazing  the  dry  undergrowth,  are 
saving  our  magnificent  Cima  Dome  Joshua  forest  from  being  burned  out  in 
a  disastrous  fire. 

Drastic  curtailment  of  cattle  grazing  could  easily  mean  bankruptcy 
for  the  cattlemen,  which  in  turn  could  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  many 
species  of  wildlife  that  are  now  developed  and  maintained  by  the  ranchers. 

If  it  was  possible  to  erase  all  signs  of  Man's  presence  on  the  desert 
during  the  past  100  years  with  the  exception  of  those  related  to  grazing 
we  would  see  a  virtually  unspoiled  environment . 


Con 

Destruction  of  private  as  well  as  public  values  by  sheep  grazing 
completely  destroys  the  ground  cover  and  contributes  to  the  problem  of 
blowing  dust. 


55 


Category   6  -  -  Wild    Burros  and   Horses 

Issue:     Wild  Burros  and  Horses 

Four  of  the  five  responses  on  this  issue  were  from  Desert 
Residents ;    the  remaining  response  was  from  a  Nonresident 
User.      All  of  the   testimony  on  this  issue  indicated  a 
general  feeling  that  the  number  of  wild  horses  and  burros 
on  the  desert  should  be  controlled  so  that  they  will  not 
destroy  the  desert. 

Regulate 

Change  the  law  so  the  feral  animals  will  no  longer  enjoy  protected 
status  on  our  desert  ranges.  Instant  recycling  is  a  quick  answer;  or  a 
yearly  public  hunt  as  for  deer. 

Wild  horses  and  burros  should  be  controlled  to  lessen  their  great 
impact  on  public  and  private  lands  and  protect  natural  ecosystems. 
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Category   7 --Natural  and  Cultural   Resources 

Issue:     Education,  Scientific    and  Archaeological  Research 

Twenty- five  responses  were  received  on  this  issue:  14  from 
Desert  Residents  and  10  from  Nonresident  Users.  Ten  of  the 
14  responses  provided  by  the  Desert  Residents  were  from  in- 
dividuals, whereas  the  greatest  response  from  Nonresident 
Users  came  from  organizations  (8  of  10).  All  of  the  testimony 
favored  preservation  of  the  desert  from  educational 3  scien- 
tific 3   and  archaeological  reasons. 


Pro 

I  am  interested  in  seeing  desert  values  preserved  for  scientific, 
scenic,  and  historical  values,  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  interested  in 
as  much  of  the  desert  as  possible  being  left  open  for  visitation. 

This  desert  holds  the  record  of  ancient  history.   Unfortunately 
only  few  traces  and  pitifully  few  artifacts  remain  to  help  in  the  re- 
construction of  this  ancient  history.   Pot  hunters  have  long  ago 
carried  away  the  most  valuable  artifacts. 
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The  desert  is  a  vast  resource  of  man's  history. 

These  nonrenewable  resources  are  a  part  of  our  heritage  and  there- 
fore are  an  integral  part  of  our  lives  today  and  our  children's  tomorrow, 

It  almost  seems  that  archaeology,  or  cultural  resources,  are  being 
swept  under  the  rug.   Areas  can  and  have  been  closed  to  protect  rare  and 
endangered  plant  and  animal  species.   Why  can't  the  same  be  done  for 
archaeological  sites? 

The  dune  system  is  of  immense  scientific,  aesthetic,  and  natural 
resource  value.   The  concentration  of  rare  plants  and  the  unique  asso- 
ciations in  which  they  occur,  found  only  in  this  dune  system,  must  be 
protected. 


Issue:     Preservation  of  Plants  and  Animals 

Only  Nonresident  Users  commented  on  this  issue,   and  all 
testimony  was  sponsored  by  organizations.      The  five  re- 
sponses all  indicated  a  desire  to  protect  the  plants  and 
animals  that  are  native  to  the  desert. 


Pro 

Too  much  consumptive  recreation  is  permitted  and  planned  ...  no 
person,  agency,  or  corporation  has  ever  had  the  right  to  destroy  or 
bring  to  the  point  of  extinction  any  species. 

Many  important  botanical  and  geological  areas  are  very  small  and 
could  be  overlooked. 

Over  700  of  the  more  than  1,000  native  plants  in  the  California 
desert  are  found  in  the  Eastern  Mojave. 


Issue:     Preservation  of  Clean  Air  and  a  Quiet  Environment 

There  were  a  total  of  six  responses  on  this  issue:     five  from 
Desert  Residents  and  one  from  a  Nonresident  User.      All  of  the 
responses  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  air  quality  of  the 
desert  is  a  valuable  resource  and  should  be  protected. 
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Pro 

We  "desert  rats"  want  you  to  consider  that  we  came  to  live  in  the 
Morongo  Basin  for  the  clean  air  and  scenic  beauty.   Those  are  the  greatest 
values  of  our  habitat,  and  we  want  them  protected. 

Many  of  the  people  who  live  in  the  desert  went  there  for  the  clean 
air,  which  is  a  major  resource.   Smog  already  is  a  problem  in  many  desert 
areas  and  there  should  be  an  impact  assessment  baseline  study. 


Category   8  -  -  Wilderness 

Issue:     Validity  of  Wilderness  Designation 

Representatives  of  all   three  population  groups  addressed  this 
issue.      Of  the  21  responses,    11   indicated  a  desire  to  see   the 
desert  protected  through  the  use  of  wilderness  designations. 
Eight  people  indicated  that  they  were  opposed  to  more   land 
closure  through  wilderness  designations,    and  that  they  dis- 
agreed with  the  current  definition  of  wilderness.      Seven  of 
these  respondents  were  Nonresident  Users;    the  eighth  was  a 
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representative  of  the  National   Citizenry .      No  Desert  Residents 
expressed  any  opposition  to   the  idea  of  wilderness.      One  Non- 
resident User  and  one  member  of  the  National  Citizenry  indi- 
cated that  they  favored  wilderness  designations  hut  felt  that 
the  amount  of  land  placed  into  the  wilderness  category  should 
be   limited.      They  also  felt  that  care  should  be  exercised  in 
designating  wilderness  areas. 


Pro 

A  tremendous  need  exists  today  for  wilderness  experience  to  be 
available  for  those  who  spend  most  of  their  lives  in  urban  congestion, 
However,  the  need  exists  because  of  the  teeming  multitudes  of  people 
and  so  it  engenders  in  itself  seeds  for  destruction  of  the  resource 
which,  if  saved,  would  provide  the  answer  to  the  need. 

In  Spanish  the  word  "desert"  also  means  wilderness  and  this  is 
something  we  should  all  remember  in  these  times  of  motor-mania  on  the 
desert . 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  wilderness  system  could  consist 
solely  of  the  craggy  mountain  peaks  and  other  high  plateaus.   While 
these  areas  are  quite  necessary  to  a  wilderness  system,  they  should 
by  no  means  be  the  only  element  of  the  wilderness  system. 


Con 

I  would  ask  you  to  ask  yourselves  whether  we  do  not  already  have 
enough  of  the  wonders  of  nature  preserved  in  wilderness  and  de  facto 
wilderness  for  his  enjoyment  and  whether  he  and  our  future  generations 
will  not  justifiably  remember  ours  as  the  one  which  has  condemned  his 
to  one  of  shortages  ...  shortages  of  food,  shortages  of  clothing, 
shortages  of  shelter,  and  shortages  of  transportation;  thereby  making 
impossible  the  enjoyment  of  the  natural  wonders  we  are  now  asked  to 
preserve . 

Although  some  of  these  resources  must  be  saved  for  tomorrow,  there 
are  too  many  people  who  need  them  now. 

The  latest  travesty  pushed  on  the  unknowing  public  by  the  govern- 
ment is  the  relaxing  of  the  1964  Wilderness  Act  Provision.   The  major 
change  that  adversely  affects  the  public  users  of  the  California  desert 
is  the  redefining  of  the  term  "roadless."  Many  "preservationists"  or 
over  zealous  "econologists"  have  proclaimed  to  the  committee  that  now 

is  the  time  to  react  to  these  changes  Close  more  land  Do  it 

now . 
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I  hope  that  wilderness  studies  are  not  made  with  the  idea  of  ex- 
cluding or  prohibiting  uses  but  of  providing  for  such  uses  as  recreation 


Issue:     Specific  Locations 

Four  Desert  Residents  and  four  Nonresident  Users  expressed 
opinions  about  specific  wilderness   locations.      Seven  of  these 
testimonies  cited  specific  areas  that  should  be  placed  under 
the  wilderness  designation.      The  eighth  person,    a  Desert 
Resident ,   indicated  certain  areas  that  he  did  not  want  to 
become  wilderness. 


Pro 

Whitewater  Canyon  is  de  facto  wilderness  with  a  vengeance:   high 
desert  washes,  swampy  oases,  hanging  valleys,  box  canyons,  deep  gorges 
with  countless  waterfalls.   This  wonderland  has  been  little  penerated 
by  man  for,  although  it  can  be  a  paradise  in  the  fall  and  spring,  in 
the  summer,  when  most  hikers  and  backpackers  are  active,  it  is  a  rattle- 
snake infested  hell. 

Preserve  the  magnificent  Fourth  of  July  Canyon  in  its  wilderness 
state. 

Today  I  wish  to  urge  you  to  consider  for  wilderness  status  the 
area  just  east  and  adjacent  to  the  San  Gorgonio  Wilderness.   This  is 
the  Whitewater  and  Mission  Creek  drainage,  and  extremely  wild,  beauti- 
ful, and  rugged  desert  terrain.   There  are  several  beautiful  waterfalls, 
a  rather  rare  phenomena  in  Southern  California. 


Con 

The  status  of  the  Eastern  California  desert  of  Mono,  Inyo,  Kern, 
San  Bernardino,  San  Diego,  and  Imperial  counties,  and  more  specifically 
the  Saline  Valley,  be  kept  as  they  are  and  that  no  more  wilderness  areas 
be  formed  in  them. 


Issue:     Size  of  Wilderness  Areas 

Three  respondents  addressed  the  issue  of  size;    two  responses 
were  from  organizations  representing  Desert  Residents  and  one 
was  from  a  Nonresident  Users  organization.      The  testimony 
presented  covered  a  broad  spectrum:      one  Desert  Resident 
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advocated  inclusion  of  all  areas;   one  Desert  Resident  and 
one  Nonresident  User  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  size  of 
wilderness  areas  should  be   limited  under  certain  conditions. 

Regulate 

It  is  important  that  the  plan  recognize  the  need  for  uses  that  are 
harmonious  with  wilderness  on  public  lands  adjacent  to  designated  wilder- 
ness areas. 

A  BLM  area  doesn't  have  to  be  5,000  acres  if  it  is  adjacent  to  a 
Forest  Service  area  that  has  wilderness  characteristics.   There  needs 
to  be  communications  between  the  two  agencies  and  the  area  should  be 
looked  at  as  a  total  picture. 


Pro 

All  qualifying  areas  should  be  included  on  the  plan;  excess  areas 
could  be  redesignated  after  Congressional  review. 
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Category   9  -  -  General   Preservation 

Issue:     Desert  Preservation  (No  Specific  Reference 
to  Other  Major  Category) 

Representatives  of  all  population  groups  commented  on  this 
issue.      Seven  of  the  total   11   responses  were  from  Nonresident 
Users.      Desert  Residents  provided  three  responses,   while   the 
National  Citizenry  contributed  one  response.      All  of  the 
testimony  expressed  the  desire   to  see  the  desert  preserved. 
Four  of  the   11  responses  indicated  that  they  felt  that 
portions  of  the  desert  should  be  made  a  national  park. 


Pro 

"Human  sciences"  should  be  considered  as  well  as  "physical  sciences" 
in  using  the  desert  to  meet  man's  needs. 

Important  to  recognize  the  difference  between  people's  needs  and 
wants.   There  is  a  desperate  need  to  maintain  natural  communities. 
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Urgent  need  for  critical  interim  management  to  protect  these  re- 
sources for  future  public  use  and  enjoyment. 

The  best  alternative  of  protecting  the  outstanding  natural  values 
is  a  national  park. 


Issue:     Vandalism 

Only  one  Desert  Resident  commented  on  the  amount  of  vandalism 
occurring  in  the  desert. 

Con 

Vandalism   is   rampant. 


Category    10 --General   Access   to    Land 

Issue:     Recreational  Designations 

Representatives  of  all  population  groups  addressed  this  issue. 
Of  the   total  nine  responses 3   four  came  from  Desert  Residents , 
four  from  Nonresident  Users,   and  one  from  the  National 
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Citizenry .      Two  Desert  Residents ,  four  Nonresident  Users,   and 
the  one  member  of  the  National  Citizenry  indicated  that  dif- 
ferent types  of  recreation  should  all  be  allowed  in  the  desert. 
Two  Desert  Residents  indicated  opposition  to  developed  camp- 
grounds . 


Pro 

What  I  do  object  to  is  the  lack  of  attention  up  to  now  given  to 
backpacker,  horseback  rider,  hiker,  photographer,  and  student.   We  need 
wilderness  areas  where  these  people  can  recreate  in  peace. 

While  areas  of  particular  scenic,  cultural,  and  natural  values 
require  strict  management  we  hope  that  moderation  will  be  shown  by  the 
committee  in  the  allowance  of  use  of  large  areas  for  desert  camping, 
hiking,  photography,  etc. 

Promote  trails  and  camping  areas  for  riders  and  hikers. 

Wilderness  is  a  valuable  resource;  recreation  in  whatever  form  is 
also  a  valuable  resource.  To  prohibit  one  at  the  expense  of  the  other 
perhaps  is  an  unfair  evaluation. 


Con 

We  can  see  no  improvement  in  the  aesthetic  value  by  substituting 
a  campground  for  the  existing  livestock  watering  facilities  . . .  appears 
to  be  just  a  ruse  to  grab  livestock  waters  for  campground  use. 


Issue:     Nonvehicle  Access  to  the  Desert 

All  four  of  the  responses  on  this  issue  came  from  organizations. 
Three  of  the  organizations  represented  Nonresident  Users,   while 
one  represented  the  National  Citizenry.      All  of  the  testimony 
given  by   these  organizations  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
land  should  be  opened  up  for  public  use. 


Pro 

If  the  people  can't  use  it,  what  good  is  it?   We  support  the  doc- 
trine of  "Public  Land  for  Public  Use."   Resist  the  trend  to  manage  public 
lands  by  closure. 
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Issue:     Horseback  Access 

Two  trail  clubs  representing  Nonresident  Users  were   the  only 
respondents  on  this  issue.      Both  organizations  expressed  the 
opinion  that  horseback  riding  is  nondestructive  to  the  desert, 
beneficial  for  man,    and  should  therefore  be  allowed. 


Pro 

The  best  thing  for  the  inside  of  a  man  is  the  outside  of  a  horse. 

Ours  is  a  relatively  harmless  activity,  conducted  at  only  one  horse- 
power and  not  nearly  so  exciting  or  visibly  profit-producing  as  many  other 
forms  of  contemporary  recreation  or  commercial  pursuits. 


8T  &. 
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Category    1 1 -- Multiple   Use   of  the    Desert 

All  but  one  of  those  commenting  on  this   topic  felt  that  the 
desert  should  be  open  for  multiple  usage.      Of  the  11  responses , 
five  were  from  Desert  Residents ,   five  were  from  Nonresident 
Users,   and  one  was  from  the  National  Citizenry .      The  one 


66 


dissenting  voioe3   from  a  Desert  Residents  organization }   dis- 
agreed with  previous  BLM  practice  regarding  multiple  use. 


Pro 

Multiple-use  is  important  and  the  desert  is  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate all  uses. 

Any  concept  or  plan  must  reflect  a  multiple-use  concept. 

The  use  of  all  California  desert  resources  can  and  should  be  pro- 
vided for  in  a  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield  management  plan  to  con- 
serve these  resources  for  future  generations,  and  to  provide  present 
and  future  use  and  enjoyment,  particularly  outdoor  recreation  uses, 
including  the  use,  where  appropriate,  of  off-road  recreational  vehicles, 


Con 

The  purpose  of  establishing  a  California  Desert  Conservation  Area 
was  to  change  BLM's  traditional  employment  of  multiple  use  in  the 
California  desert.   Many  have  referred  to  traditional  BLM  management 
as  multiple  abuse.   Something  for  everybody — seems  to  be  BLM's  concept 
of  multiple  use.   This  concept  doesn't  work  in  areas  endowed  with  out- 
standing beauty  and  natural  values.   This  concept  would  accelerate 
planned  destruction  of  the  Eastern  Mojave's  natural  beauty  by  off-road 
vehicles,  vandals,  cactus  thieves,  and  unnecessary  development. 
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POSITION  PAPERS 

Thirty  groups  provided  input  in  the  form  of  position  papers.   Most 
of  the  groups  were  organized  around  a  specific  activity,  with  members 
who  live  in  the  desert  and  surrounding  areas.   Since  organized  group 
interests  are  focused  around  their  activities,  the  responses  from  the 
position  papers  were  coded  into  the  major  categories  and  the  issues 
under  those  categories,  with  no  reference  to  the  population  grouping 
used  in  the  previous  sections. 


Category    1  --Motorized   Vehicle   Activity 

Issue:     Vehicle  Access  (For  Different  Activities) 

There  were   12  comments  addressing  this  issue.      Nine  papers 
supported  efforts  to  maintain  or  expand  vehicle  access  to 
desert   lands ,    and  seven  of  these  were  concerned  with  being 
able  to  reach  areas  necessary  for  their  specific  pastime. 
Concern  was  also  expressed  that  children,    the  elderly,    and 
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the  handicapped  lacked  the  stamina  to  reach  some  interior 
desert  areas  on  foot.      Two  position  papers  expressed  oppo- 
sition to  increased  vehicle  access.      The  use  of  access 
roads  by  ORVs  and  protection  of  the  environment  were   the 
basis  for  these  objections.      One  organization  requested 
restricted  access  in  Imperial  County,   while  not  objecting 
to  open  access  in  other  parts  of  the  desert. 


Pro 

Our  members  have  various  types  of  recreational  vehicles  and  use 
many  trails  and  roads  throughout  the  desert  to  get  to  areas  of  interest 
and  recreation. 

There  is  a  majority  opinion  that  existing  roads  and  trails  should 
only  be  closed  where  necessary  to  protect  the  desert ,  and  that  use  of 
common  sense  and  a  consideration  of  people's  needs  should  be  the  govern- 
ing factor. 


Con 

Access  roads  tend  to  become  a  right-of-way  for  the  ORV  user  to 
digress  in  any  and  all  directions,  and  a  closed  area  through  which  an 
access  road  runs  then  becomes  an  unauthorized  play  area! 


Issue:     Off-Road  Vehicles  (Recreation) 

Ten  of  the  20  position  papers  addressing  this  issue  objected 
to  damage  caused  by  ORV  use,   but  supported  such  activity  with 
necessary  restrictions .      The  concensus  was  that  they  should 
be  restricted  to  open  areas  designated  for  such  use. 

Five  papers  expressed  total  support  for  ORV  use.       (These  were 
all  ORV  organizations . )      They  maintained  that  ORV  use  was  a 
necessary  activity  for  large  urban  populations  and  caused  no 
more  harm  than  duststorms.      Two  papers  were  totally  against 
ORV  use  and  thought  that  it  should  be  eliminated.      Two  groups 
were  concerned  about  damage  caused  to  dry   lakes  used  for  land 
yachting ,    and  one  group  suggested  a  new  category  of  desert 
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recreational  vehicle  be  established,    that  of  "Powerless 
Desert   Vehicles .  " 

Regulate 

The  major  issue  seems  to  be  impact.  We  are  aware  that  off-road 
vehicles  do  impact  the  desert.  It  is  our  contention  that  regulation 
should  reflect  the  amount  of  impact. 

Off-road  use  should  be  restricted  to  noncritical  areas  which  have 
been  studied  thoroughly  beforehand  or  on  areas  which  have  already  been 
heavily  impacted  by  such  vehicles. 

If  indeed  these  vehicles  do  have  a  place  in  today's  society,  their 
use-areas  should  be  confined  to  vicinities  where  other  people  in  the 
area  expect  and  enjoy  such  noise  and  dust  pollution. 

The  cumulative  effect  of  ORVs  has  been  devastating  to  some  archae- 
ological sites,  now  completely  eradicated  and  irreplaceable.   Certainly 
the  ORVers  have  rights  to  enjoyment  of  our  resources  but  there  is  enough 
room  for  ORVs  in  areas  without  apparent  need  of  protection. 


Pro 

How  many  inner  cities  have  been  closed?   How  many  barrios  have  been 
declared  a  study  area  because  of  excessive  use  and  abuse?   More  havoc 
has  occurred  from  the  Summer  storms  up  out  of  Baja  in  the  past  two  years 
than  off  roaders  have  been  able  to  achieve  in  twenty-five  years  of  use 
in  some  areas  south  of  Highway  78  in  the  Anza-Borrego  Area. 

We  find  it  difficult  to  compare  the  impact  of  one  or  1000  motorcycle 
races  with  a  high  tension  power  line.   Viewing  the  desert  by  day  or  night, 
the  impact  of  our  hobby,  compared  to  man's  other  atrocities  (mining,  land 
development  ...),  is  so  small  that  we  often  feel  that  our  sport  is  being 
offered  as  a  sacrifice  to  appease  environmental  interests. 


Issue:     Unpaved  Roads  and  Trails 

This  issue  received  the  smallest  volume  of  response    (4).      One 
supported  the  BLM  definitions  and  favored  control  of  road  use. 
One  was  emphatically  opposed  to  the  BLM  definition  of  "road, " 
and  two  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  BLM  definition  needs 
clarification. 
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Pro 

Without  suitable  access  roads,  many  thousands  of  acres  may  never 
again  be  seen  by  man  and  many  thousands  of  acres  will  be  seen  by  only 
a  handful  of  the  millions  in  this  great  Nation  who  are  equal  partner 
owners  of  these  lands. 


Con 

We  have  trails,  we  have  backroads,  we  have  historic  mining  roads, 
and  we  have  washes  which  have  supported  travel  for  as  long  as  the  West 
has  been  settled  but  we  don't  need  a  graded  road  as  the  only  acceptable 
access  to  a  given  location. 


Category    2  -  -  Energy 


Issue:     Traditional  Power  Plants  and  Energy  Development 

Only   two  of  the   14  papers  addressing  this  issue  expressed 
overwhelming  support  for  power  plant  development  in  the 
desert.      Nine  recognized  the  need  for  such  development  but 
expressed  concern  that  it  he  closely  regulated  and  that 
sites  be  carefully  chosen;   depletion  of  water  resources  and 
pollution  of  the  environment  were  of  chief  concern.      Two 
papers  emphatically  opposed  any  power  plant  development  in 
the  desert,   and  one  took  a  stance  against  Southern  California 
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Edison  Company's  proposed  Combined  Cycle  Project  and/or  Coal 
Gasification/ Combined  Cycle  Project. 

Regulate 

Energy  Production  should  be  carefully  sited  and  monitored  to  protect 
the  natural  desert  environment . 

Consider  people's  needs  as  overriding  when  alternatives  are  either 
technically  or  economically  not  feasible  or  justifiable. 

Allow  plant  sites  where  desert  values  will  not  be  changed  appreciably 


Con 

This  organization  STRONGLY  OPPOSES  the  construction  of  the  Southern 
California  Edison  Company's  proposed  Combined  Cycle  Project,  and/or  Coal 
Gasification/Combined  Cycle  Project  (Dockets  78-NOI-l  and  78-NOI-r) ,  or 
any  other  combustion  type  power  plant,  or  power  plant  using  large  amounts 
of  water  at  the  Lucern  Valley/ Johnson  Valley  site;  and  favors  the  location 
of  these  plants  at  a  coastal  site  near  the  lead  center,  where  transmission 
lines  could  be  shorter  and  OCEAN  WATER  COULD  BE  USED  FOR  COOLING. 

It  seems  incongruous  to  propose  a  coal  burning  energy  site  in  a 
pollution-free  area  of  the  desert. 


Pro 

For  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  California,  therefore,  utility 
expansion  must  be  considered  an  essential  desert  region  land-use  candi- 
date . 


Issue:     Utility  Corridors  (Transmission  Lines) 

Three  of  the  seven  groups  responding  to  this  issue  supported 
the  development  of  utility  corridors,   but  emphasized  that 
strict  regulation  was  necessary  to  minimize  their  destructive 
impact.      Concern  was  also  expressed  that  these  corridors 
would  render  formerly  inaccessible  and/or   ''wilderness"  areas 
accessible.      Three  groups  strongly  supported  utility  cor- 
ridors;  the  increased  access  was  cited  as  a  positive  result 
by   two  of  these  groups.      One  of  the  groups  was  absolutely 
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opposed  to  any  more  utility  corridors,    expressing  a  fear  that 
this  would  result  in  increased  private   land  acquisitions. 

Regulate 

(Our  organization)  supports  minimizing  the  destructive  impact  of 
utility  pipelines  and  power  lines  by  confining  them  to  utility  corridors 
where  proper  environmental  safeguards  are  taken. 

Minimize  transmission  corridors,  both  in  number  and  size. 

Pro 

Corridors  are  needed  regardless  of  land  classification. 

Due  to  the  increasing  need  for  more  utility  services,  there  will  be 
an  impact  on  the  desert  as  a  result  of  the  construction  of  facilities 
required  for  the  transmission  of  energy  and  other  utility  commodities 
across  the  desert  or  from  the  desert  region  itself  to  other  consuming 
areas  of  the  state. 

Issue:     Solar  Energy  and  Other  Non traditional  Sources 

The  three  groups   that  responded  to  this  issue  supported  solar 
energy  development.      One  group  expressed  concern  that  such 
development  be  done  in  a  careful,    "environmentally  sound 


Pro 

Solar  development  could  prove  to  be  the  most  environmentally  benign 
as  well  as  the  most  economical  energy  source  in  the  desert  area. 

Set  aside  areas  for  this  type  of  energy  use,  expecially  SOLAR  PHOTO- 
VOLTAIC GENERATION,  which  requires  minimum  water  use. 
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Category   3  -  -  Mining  and   Mineral   Development 

Issue:     Develop  New  Mines /Resources 

Eight  of  the   10  responses  addressing  this  issue  recognized 
the  importance  of  mining  activities  to  the  national  interest , 
but  emphasized  that  such  efforts  should  be  strictly  regulated. 
Concern  was  expressed  about  the  danger  of  exhausting  resources 
and  altering  environmental  conditions .      Two  groups  whole- 
heartedly supported  the  development  of  new  mines  and  resources. 

Regulate 

Legitimate  mining  should  be  conducted  so  as  to  minimize  long-term 
adverse  impacts  on  desert  resources  including  views  and  land  form  alter- 
ations. 

The  impacts  of  mining  activities  on  the  natural  environment  should 
be  minimized  by  proper  studies  before  new  sites  are  developed  and  by 
careful  controls  on  how,  when,  and  where  the  activities  take  place. 

Regulate  strip  mining  and  reclamation. 
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Pro 

. . .  the  production  by  private  industry  of  minerals  from  public  lands 
might  well  be  appreciated  as  the  most  beneficial  use  of  such  lands,  rather 
than  as  "exploitation  at  public  expense." 


Issue:      Rock  ho  un  ds 

There  were  six  responses  addressing  this  issue.      Four  of  the 
comments  were  in  full  support  of  roekhounding  activity    (most 
came  from  rookhound  associations) .      The   two  remaining  responses 
cited  the  need  for  limits  on  the  quantity  of  rocks  and  minerals 
collected. 


Pro 

We  feel  that  our  hobby  overlaps  with  recreational,  educational,  and 
scientific  research.   Therefore,  we  do  not  feel  that  there  is  adverse 
impact,  but  instead  a  very  definite  inter-relationship. 


Regulate 

There  should  be  a  limit  on  the  quantity  of  rocks  and  minerals  col- 
lected (without  a  permit). 


Issue:     Damage  by  Miners 

The   three  responses  on   this  issue  all   took  a  negative  stance 
toward  the  damage  caused  by  miners  and  advocated  strict 
control. 

Regulate 

Certainly  no  strip  mining  or  permanent  scarring  should  take  place, 

Issue:     Access  for  Miners  and  Rockhounds 


There  were  only   two  comments  addressing  this  issue.      One  was 
in  full  support  of  access  to  desert   lands  for  miners s    the 
other  expressed  the  need  to  consider  the  relative  merits  of 
such  activity. 
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Pro 

Our   philosophy   is   that    the   access    to   and   collecting   of   rocks,    minerals, 
and   gem  materials    is   of    significant  benefit    to   all   our   citizens. 


Category   4  -  -  Public    Land   Versus   Private   and   Military   Use 

Issue:     Checkerboard  Land  Use /Land  Exchanges 

There  were   12  responses  addressing  this  issue.      Ten  of  the 
groups  were  in  support  of  land  exchanges  where  checkerboard 
land  ownership  occurs.      Some  saw  it  as  a  measure   to  facili- 
tate more  efficient  management;   others  saw  it  as  increasing 
access;   still  others  were  concerned  about  complete,    con- 
tiguous ecosystems .      Only   two  were  equivocal y    though  suppor- 
tive.     One  group  of  these 3   while  supporting   land  exchanges , 
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questioned  whether  such  measures  might  be   too  costly   to  justify 
the  gains. 


Pro 

Such  exchanges  should  be  based  on  the  willingness  of  the  property 
owners  to  negotiate. 

Exchanging  land  to  create  contiguous  land  would  certainly  be  to  our 
benefit  but  we  would  not  like  to  see  a  great  expense  on  this  effort.  We 
feel  the  exchange  of  land  may  be  too  costly  to  justify  the  gains. 

We  support  programs  for  the  purchase  or  exchange  of  lands  that  will 
provide  public  access  to  public  lands.   We  support  eminent  domain  pro- 
ceedings to  obtain  these  rights  of  way  if  they  are  in  the  best  public 
interest . 


Issue:     Commercial /Industrial  Development 

There  were   three  responses   to  this  issue.      Two  groups  were 
totally  against  commercial  and/or  industrial  development , 
one  citing  a  specific   location.      One  group  supported  such 
development . 

Con 

Commercial  development — keep  restricted. 

We  do  not  approve  of  commercial  development  of  the  desert  areas, 
nor  do  we  approve  of  abuse  of  the  desert. 


Pro 

However,  the  production  by  private  industry  of  minerals  from  public 
lands  might  well  be  appreciated  as  the  most  beneficial  use  of  such  lands, 
rather  than  as  "exploitation  at  public  expense." 


Issue:     Private  Ownership 

Only  one  group  directly  addressed  private  ownership  of  desert 
lands,  opposing  such  ownership  where  it  is  detrimental  to  the 
natural  environment. 
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Con 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  end  private  ownership  of  California 
desert  land  where  such  ownership  is  detrimental  to  the  natural  environ- 
ment . 


Issue:     Military  and  Government  Land  Use 

Only  one  response  addressed  this  issue.      The  opinion  was 
expressed  that  such  use  should  be  regulated  and  future 
management  of  such    "sacrificed"  lands  should  be  determined. 

Regulate 

Use   of   desert    lands    for  military  maneuvers  must   be   regulated    to 
minimize   areas   of   use. 


Category    5  -  -  Grazing   and   Agriculture 

Issue:     Livestock  Grazing 

Six  of  the   12  groups  responding  to  this  issue  were  against 
livestock  grazing  in  the  desert.      Damage   to  the  environment 
caused  by  overgrazing  was   the  reason  most  frequently  cited. 
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Five  of  the  responses  emphasized  that  grazing  should  be 
strictly  controlled,   for  the  same  reasons  cited  by  the 
first  group.      Only  one  group  unequivocdbly  supported 
livestock  grazing  in  the  desert.      They  maintained  that 
the  sheep  and  wool  industry   has  been  and  continues  to  be 
an  asset  to  the  area,   without  any  destructive  impacts. 


Con 

The  proof  is  there  for  anybody  who  has  eyes  to  see,  but  the  BLM  can 
only  focus  on  those  grazing  fees! 


Regulate 

It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  that  livestock  grazing  should  be  con- 
trolled to  protect  the  desert. 


Category   6  -  -  Wild    Burros   and   Horses 

Issue:     Wild  Burros 

There  were  nine  responses  addressing  this  issue.      Seven  groups 
agreed  that  the  feral  burro  should  be  eliminated;   damage   to 
natural  vegetation  was   the  chief  concern  expressed.      Concern 
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was  also  expressed  that  the  current   "Giveaway"  program  is 
ineffective.      Two  responses  supported  the  feral  burros; 
they  felt  that  the  burros  are  natural  inhabitants  of  the 
California  desert,    that  the  problems  associated  with  them 
are  caused  by  man,    and  that  their  survival  be  ensured. 

Con 

Feral  burros  should  be  managed  right  out  of  existence. 

Control  burro  population  at  all  costs,  so  that  coexistence  with 
other  animal  life  will  not  denude  the  vegetation  ....   The  giveaway 
program  is  not  the  best.   Too  many  whims  are  satisfied  this  way  with 
the  burro  returned  when  the  child  or  adult  grows  tired  of  the  animal, 


Pro 

Although  native  wildlife  should  be  given  first  consideration,  the 
burros  are  a  man-made  problem  and  they  are  part  of  our  California  heri- 
tage, and  their  survival  should  be  assured. 
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Category   7  -  -  Natural   and   Cultural   Resources 

Issue:     Education,  Scientific  and  Archaeological  Research 

This  issue  received  overwhelming  support  from  all   16  respond- 
ing groups.      However,    concern  Was  expressed  that  the  measures 
taken  might  be  restrictive.      Fear  of  excessive   land  closures 
to  protect  historic  and  archaeological  artifacts  was   the  most 
frequently  mentioned  concern. 


Pro 

Since  these  uses  tend  to  be  low-keyed  and  non-organized  they  are 
usually  overlooked.   These  uses  are  important  to  man  in  terms  of  long- 
range  benefits  and  should  be  encouraged. 

We  believe  in  the  protection  of  all  artifacts,  both  Native  American 
and  historic,  as  well  as  native  plants  and  endangered  species. 

We  ...  urge  that  the  following  policies  be  incorporated  ...  1.  That 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  recognize  the  importance  of  areas  having 
educational  and  scientific  value  and  accept  a  responsibility  to  future 
generations  to  allow  only  those  activities  that  will  preserve  such  areas 
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in  as  near  a  natural  state  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  observation 
and  study  of  the  natural  ecological  processes. 


Issue:     Preservation  of  Plants  and  Animals 

Efforts   to  preserve  and  protect  native  plants  and  animals 
received  unanimous  support  from  all   10  responding  groups. 
Four  of  these 3    however,    expressed  reservations  about  exces- 
sive closure  of  land. 


Pro 

The  entire  desert  must  be  managed  so  that  the  genetic  diversity  of 
the  native  plants  and  animals  is  not  endangered  or  destroyed  by  man  in 
the  name  of  recreation,  grazing,  agriculture,  mining,  etc. 

Why  should  the  California  Desert  be  a  step  child  in  the  nation's 
sometimes  effort  to  protect  her  land.   The  wildlife,  native  plants  and 
endangered  species  occurring  on  the  desert  are  just  as  important  in  the 
web  of  life  as  the  great  trees  and  the  large  carnivores  of  Yellowstone 
National  Monument! 


Issue:     Preservation  of  Various  Ecosystems 

All  of  the  four  groups  that  addressed  this  issue  supported  the 
preservation  of  various  ecosystems.      Educational  measures  and 
the  establishment  of  ecological  reserves  were  suggested  as 
appropriate  measures  to  be   taken  in  this  regard. 


Pro 

To  assure  better  treatment  of  desert  ecosystems,  and  to  make  a  visit 
to  the  desert  a  more  meaningful  experience,  each  visitor  should  know 
something  about  the  ecology  of  desert  plants  and  animals. 

The  quality  of  air  should  be  protected  through  restricted  vehicular 
travel  in  wilderness  areas,  minimal  construction  of  energy  plants  (coal, 
etc.)  and  restricted  population  growth. 
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Category   8  -  -  Wilderness 

Issue:     Validity  of  Wilderness  Designation 

Thirteen  groups  addressed  this  issue.      Six  were  against  the 
BLM's  definition  of  a   "wilderness"  area,   with  the  most  fre- 
quent objection  focused  on  the   limited  access  associated  with 
wilderness  designations .      Four  of  the  groups  supported  the 
BLM  definition  of  "wilderness, "  and  three  of  these  were  con- 
cerned with  the  preservation  of  natural  wildlife  and  cultural 
resources .      One  group  was  concerned  that  the  wilderness  desig- 
nation would  permit  or  justify  ORV  activity  in  other  areas. 
One  group  expressed  concern  that  the  wilderness  designation 
not  interfere  with  other  uses  of  the  desert.      Two  groups 
thought  the  definition  ambiguous ,    and  stated  that  a  clari- 
fication was  needed  before  they  could  take  a  position. 


Con 

Passage  of  such  unreasonable  restrictions  is  a  direct  insult  to  the 
people  who  have  used  the  desert  lands  with  such  care  and  consideration 
that  the  lands  still  meet  the  wilderness  criteria. 
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We  can  empathize  with  and  understand  the  validity  of  wilderness 
areas  and  the  need  to  protect  wildlife,  native  plants  ....   We  feel, 
however,  that  off-road  vehicle  use  and  particularly  organized  motor- 
cycle competition  events,  are  valid,  traditional  uses  of  the  public 
lands . 


Pro 

Our  association  supports  the  establishment  of  desert  wilderness 
areas,  wildlife  preserves,  and  areas  of  restricted  usage.   Such  re- 
strictions can  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  archaeological  and  his- 
torical areas,  the  Native  American  traditional  areas,  and  the  wildlife 

Wilderness  areas,  outstanding  natural  areas,  scenic  corridors, 
national  natural  landmarks  and  wildlife  reserves  are  examples  of  types 
of  land-use  designations  that  are  compatible  with  research  natural 
areas  and  can  be  integrated  in  a  regional  context. 


Issue:     Size  of  Wilderness  Areas 


There  were  three  responses   to  this  issue.      Two  of  these  groups 
supported  the  expansion  of  wilderness  areas,   while   the  other 
group  opposed  extension  of  wilderness  areas  at  the  expense  of 
other  desert   land  use  designations . 


Pro 

It  is  the  policy  of  ...  to  strive  for  the  largest  amount  of  land 
to  be  given  wilderness  area  status  within  desert  regions  of  national 
parks,  monuments,  refuges,  recreation  areas  and  forests  as  well  as  areas 
under  state  jurisdiction. 


Con 

It  should  (also)  be  noted  that  desert  wilderness  need  not  be  as 
expansive  as  other  wilderness  areas  due  to  it's  restrictive  nature. 


Issue:     Specific  Locations 

One  position  paper  supported  the  classification  of  the  follow- 
ing areas  as  wilderness  areas:  El  Paso  Mountains 3  Owens  Peak, 
Great  Falls  Basin,   and  the  Lava  Mountains. 
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Pro 

The  museum  supports  the  classification  of  the  following  primitive 
areas  as  wilderness  areas:   El  Paso  Mountains,  Owens  Peak,  Great  Falls 
Basin  and  the  Lava  Mountains.   Such  classification  is  a  desirable  and 
workable  method  for  retaining  desert  qualities  of  open  space  and  quiet, 
and  ecological  reserves  for  study  and  appreciation. 


Category  9 --General  Preservation 

Issue:  Preservation  of  Clean  Air  and  a  Quiet  Environment 

There  were   14  responses  addressing  this  issue;   all  but  one 
supported  maintenance  of  clean  air  and  a  quiet  environment . 
For  most  groups,    this  was  a  general  interest,    but  for  a  few 
(rockhounds) 3    it  was  important  to  their  individual  concern 
or  activity.      Three  groups  singled  out  specific  activities 
that  should  be  controlled  to  maintain  clean  air  and  a  quiet 
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environment.      Some  respondents  were  concerned  that  restric- 
tions not  be  excessive.      Only  one  group    (an  ORV  organization) 
expressed  strong  opposition  to  the  maintenance  of  these 
qualities . 


Pro 

Large  blocks  of  the  desert  should  be  set  aside  to  preserve  the 
qualities  of  peace,  quiet  and  space. 

Protection  of  the  environment  should  receive  major  consideration, 
along  with  social  and  economic  needs. 


Issue:     Desert  Preservation 

There  were   two  responses  included  in  this  category.      One 
requested  that  such  activities  as  soil  compaction,   and 
stripping  of  plant  cover  for  houses,    among  others,    be 
severely  restricted  and/ or  controlled.      The  other  re- 
quested that   lake  surfaces  be  maintained  in  their  natural, 
unbroken  state. 


Pro 

Activities  such  as  soil  compaction,  erosion,  disturbance  of  soil 
structures,  loss  of  soil  crusts,  and  stripping  of  plant  cover  for  houses, 
roads,  mining,  off-the  road  vehicles,  etc.,  that  contribute  heavily  to 
the  "desertification"  of  our  area  must  be  severely  restricted  and/or 
controlled. 
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Category    10 --Controlled   Access   to   Land 

Issue:     Recreational  Designations 

There  were  only  two  responses  coded  in  this  category .      One 
requested  that,    at  a  bare  minimum,   present  open  areas  be 
kept  open.      The  other  requested  that  new  lakes  be  opened 
for  landsailing . 


Con 

We  believe  that,  at  a  minimum,  the  present  open  areas  should  be 
kept  open. 
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Category    1 1  -  -  Multiple   Use   of  the    Desert 

The   three  responses  coded  into  this  category  unanimously 
desired  the  BLM  to  use  multiple  use  as  a  criterion  in  their 
land-use  designations;    they  also  expressed  the  willingness 
to  cooperate  with  other  users. 


Pro 

We  believe  that  there  is  room,  and  a  need,  for  wilderness  areas, 
closed  areas,  restricted  areas  and  uses  of  all  types. 
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Appendix   A 

PUBLIC   PARTICIPATION   SESSION 

SAN   DIEGO,  CALIFORNIA 

23-25   FEBRUARY    1978 


Appendix  A 

PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION  SESSION 

SAN  DIEGO,  CALIFORNIA 

23-25  FEBRUARY  1978 

Number  of 
Issue  or  Concern  Addressed Respondents 

ORV  and  motorized  vehicle  use  36 

Multiple  use/conflicts  between  recreation 

groups  3 

Vandalism  3 

Private  use  of  public  lands  1 

General  concern  (about  destruction)  1 

Land  closure/reclaimation  4 

BLM/Advisory  Committee/government  goals, 

practices,  and/or  responsibilities  6 

Definition  of  road,  road  maintenance,  usage  3 

Mine  shafts  1 

Hikers/hiking/backpacking  3 

Definition  of  vehicle  1 

Endangered  plants  2 

Efforts  to  communicate  with  unorganized  users  1 

Fees  for  motorcycle  events  2 

Butterbread  Springs  (and  ORV  use)  2 

Mineral  resources  3 

Maximum  use  of  available  land  1 
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Number  of 
Issue  or  Concern  Addressed Respondents 

Residential,  commercial  and  industrial 

development  1 

Representation  of  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts  1 

El  Mirage  Lake  (accidents;  establishment  of  a 

controlled  park)  1 

Wilderness  12 

Archaeological/historical  collection  A 

Damage  by  sheep  and  cattle  1 

Conservation  efforts  1 

Citizen  rights  (to  use  land)  6 

Trespassing  on  private  property  1 

Energy-generating  plants  1 

Wild  horses  1 

San  Sebastian  Marsh  1 

Contents  and  design  of  Gallup  poll  1 

Environmentalists  1 

Sand  dunes  2 

Algodones  Dunes  (endangered  species  there)  1 

Equestrians  2 

Rockhounds  5 

Collection  of  Indian  artifacts  1 

Landsailing  1 

Litter  on  desert  1 

Artists'  "paint-outs"  1 

Joshua  Tree  National  Park  (wilderness 

designation)  &A, 
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